
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 38:  

Thursday 16th July 2026 

 

Today, we say a heartfelt goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children as they leave the nest and begin their 
exciting journey into secondary school. It feels like only yesterday they were walking through the doors 
for their very first day in Class 1, full of excitement and anticipation.  

Little did anyone know that halfway through their Reception year, the pandemic would change the course 
of their early school experience. They never quite finished those precious Early Years days as expected, 
with some learning from home, some attending as key worker children, and later returning in bubbles. 
Yet, through it all, they showed remarkable resilience, bounced back stronger than ever, and have grown 
into the determined, confident and capable young people we celebrate today. 

This Year 6 class has given us so many wonderful memories. They have excelled in sport, represented our 
school with pride and recently captivated audiences with their outstanding performances in Olivia! Their 
enthusiasm, kindness and willingness to embrace every opportunity have made them a truly special year 
group, and we have every confidence they will continue to flourish as they move on to secondary school 
and beyond. 

As our Year 6 children move on, it also marks the end of the St Ippolyts journey for 16 families, some of 
whom have been part of our school community for many years. To all of those parents we extend our 
heartfelt thanks for your unwavering support, encouragement and partnership throughout the years.  

To the Class of 2026, thank you for the laughter, the memories and the pride you have brought to St 
Ippolyts. As you begin this exciting new chapter, remember our school vision to 'Love One Another', be 
bold, be strong, and always believe in yourselves. We will miss you enormously, but we know this is only 
the beginning of your story.  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dekeur.com%2Ffollow-us-on-facebook%2F&psig=AOvVaw16xsNbvH3PcuRFWVddjn6g&ust=1586420738294000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPie0Piz2OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Bells! 
A huge congratulations to our lovely Mini Miss Walker, 
who will be tying the knot during the summer holidays. 

When we return in September, she will be Mrs Lucas. 
We are absolutely delighted for her and wish her and 

her fiancé a truly magical wedding day, filled with love, 
laughter and wonderful memories. 

From everyone at St Ippolyts School, congratulations 
and every happiness for your future together. 

 

Early Bird Club 
If you are planning on using Early Bird Club in the autumn, please make 

sure that children are booked onto Arbor in advance as we arrange staffing 

according to how many children are booked in. Please do not just turn up 

or drop your children off unattended. Many thanks.  

To help Cookie Club plan staffing and provision for the autumn term, please contact them as soon 

as possible if you think you are likely to make use of their service. 

Further information, including contact details and booking information, can be found on the 

Cookie Club website: https://www.cookie-club.com/  

Lots of love and 
good luck to all 
our grown-ups 

moving on to new 
things ~ new jobs, 

new challenges 
and a whole new 

lifestyle of 
retirement too!  
We will miss you! 

https://www.cookie-club.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSFT Excellence Award 
Earlier this week, we were incredibly proud to be presented with the SSFT ‘Excellence in 

Competition Award’. This award recognises the school that has demonstrated consistently 
high standards across competitions and tournaments throughout the year, and has 

achieved the greatest success across the sporting calendar. 
While we are delighted to receive this recognition, what makes us most proud is the 

enthusiasm, determination, teamwork and sportsmanship shown by our children every 
time they represent our school. They compete fairly, encourage one another and always do 
their very best. A huge thank you to our dedicated PE staff for the time and commitment 

they give to school sport, and to our families for their continued support. Most of all, 
congratulations to our amazing pupils—you have represented St Ippolyts brilliantly, and 

this award is thoroughly deserved. 

Netball league results  
A huge congratulations to our Y5/6 netball players who found out on Tuesday that they 

had won the SSFT 2025-2026 netball league! We are so proud of their amazing 
achievement! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage One Sports Mark 
 

We are pleased to share that St Ippolyts has been awarded the Platinum KS1 Games 
Mark. 

 
This national award recognises schools that provide high-quality Physical Education, 

School Sport and Physical Activity opportunities for Key Stage 1 pupils. It reflects 
our commitment to ensuring that all children have the opportunity to develop their 
fundamental movement skills, enjoy being active and take part in a wide range of 

sporting experiences. 
 

The award acknowledges the hard work of our staff in creating an inclusive PE and 
sports programme that encourages participation, confidence and healthy lifestyles 

from an early age. 
 

We are delighted that our provision has been recognised in this way and would like 
to thank Mr Jefferies and everyone involved in making sport such an important 

part of school life at St Ippolyts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance all year 
Thank you for your continued support in 

helping us maintain strong attendance 

this year. By ensuring that children 

attend school every day unless they are 

genuinely too unwell to do so, you play a 

vital role in their education and 

wellbeing. 

Our whole-school attendance has once 

again remained above the national 

average, and we have also reduced the 

number of children who are classed as 

persistently absent. These are positive 

achievements that reflect the strong 

partnership between home and school. 

However, we know we can do even 

better. Every day in school counts. 

Regular attendance has a direct impact 

on children's learning, confidence, 

friendships and overall success, with 

even small amounts of absence adding 

up over time. Attendance is also a key 

measure within the new Ofsted 

framework, reflecting the importance of 

ensuring every child benefits from the 

full curriculum and all the opportunities 

school has to offer. 

Thank you for continuing to work 

alongside us. Together, we can build on 

this year's successes and ensure every 

child has the best possible chance to 

flourish. 

Reception  95.5% 

Year 1   95.5% 

Year 2  96.6% 

Year 3  93.3% 

Year 4  95.1% 

Year 5  96.7% 

Year 6  97.3% 

Whole school  96.2% 

 

 

Congratulations to the 12 
children who have achieved 

100% ALL YEAR! They received 
a special award in our end of 

year worship this morning 
What an achievement! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM  
After the summer holidays we change to back to 

autumn/winter uniform: 
 

Uniform: 

navy blue skirt/pinafore dress 

  navy blue tailored trousers: (No leggings or joggers) 
  white blouse/shirt, not polo shirts 

  school tie 

  navy blue cardigan/jumper –  (V necked, no sweatshirts) 
  white or navy socks 

  white or navy tights 

  navy or black sensible shoes (not trainers)   

OR 

grey trousers (long or short) 
white shirt (long or short sleeved) not polo shirts 

  school tie 

  navy V-neck jumper, no sweatshirts  
  grey socks 

  black sensible ‘school shoes’ NOT Trainers 

 

PE kit: 

navy blue shorts  
  white T-shirt 
  plimsolls/trainers 

  Navy blue tracksuit  
                          or joggers / hoodie for outdoor PE 
   
 

Other: 
Ties are available from the school office:  
Infants (Years R, 1 & 2) have elasticated ties 

Juniors (Years 3,4,5,6) have traditional ties 

  
School fleeces with logos are optional for outdoor wear but are not an alternative to school jumpers. 
 

 

Footwear: please read 

All children should have black school shoes; they can be laces, buckle or Velcro fastening. 

‘Barefoot shoes’ are allowed provided they do not look like sports trainers. 

Designer branded or fashion trainers are not permitted as school shoes, for example Nike Air 

Force etc 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from our Chair of Governors,  
Mrs Luxton 

As we come to the end of another busy and successful year at St Ippolyts School, I would like to 

take this opportunity, on behalf of the Governing Body, to thank everyone in our school 

community for helping to make it such a positive and memorable year. 

As we say a fond farewell to our Year 6 pupils, who are moving on to the next exciting chapter 

of their education at secondary school, we are incredibly proud of everything they have 

achieved during their time with us. They leave St Ippolyts as confident, capable and caring young 

people, ready for the opportunities and challenges ahead. Today’s Leavers’ Service was a fitting 

celebration of their journey through the school – full of memories, smiles and, of course, a few 

tears! We wish them every success and happiness in their new schools. 

At the end of this school year, we also say goodbye to several valued members of staff. On behalf 

of the Governing Body, I would like to thank them for their dedication, care and commitment to 

the children and families of St Ippolyts over the years. We wish those moving on to new roles 

every success and happiness in the next stage of their careers and extend our warmest 

congratulations and very best wishes to those beginning a well-earned retirement. They leave 

with our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the positive difference they have made to our 

school. 

As always, our children have worked incredibly hard throughout the year and have embraced 

every opportunity to learn, grow and achieve. This is only possible because of the dedication, 

skill and commitment of our teaching and support staff, who consistently go above and beyond 

to provide the very best education and care for every child. On behalf of the Governors, I would 

like to express our sincere thanks to all our staff for their hard work, professionalism and 

unwavering commitment to the children of St Ippolyts. 

This year has also been a busy one for the Governing Body. Behind the scenes, we continue to 

work closely with Mrs Peddie and the staff to support the school's ongoing development and to 

ensure that every decision we make is in the best interests of our pupils. It is a privilege to serve 

such a vibrant and caring school community, and I would also like to thank my fellow governors 

for the time, expertise and dedication they give so generously. 

Finally, thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support. Whether helping 

with homework, attending school events, volunteering your time or simply encouraging your 

children each day, your partnership with the school makes a real difference and is greatly 

appreciated. 

On behalf of the Governing Body, I wish all our families a wonderful, restful summer break. We 

look forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another exciting year at St Ippolyts 

School. 

 



Leaver’s labyrinth  
On Tuesday, it was the annual tradition for the Leaver’s to walk the Labyrinth. If 

you are unsure of what the Labyrinth is, it is where a long strip of ribbon is in a 

swirl on the ground with five stations. 

For another explanation, here is what Freya – a fellow Leaver – says, “On our last 

Tuesday of Primary school, we walked the Labyrinth. There were bowls full of a 

certain colour of glass pebbles and a question on station making us feel more 

emotional every time because they were questions like, ‘What is your earliest 

memory.’” 

The year 6s put their pebbles in a small pouch and then into a box with a picture of 

their faces on them along with other pictures of Leavers from the past. The 

pictures on the boxes will stay on them forever and St. Ippolyts will continue to use 

the same boxes every year, though the boxes stay here, the year 6 children will 

keep the glass pebbles forever. This symbolises that part of the Leavers will always 

be here at school but the glass pebbles – that represent the memories from their 

time here – will stay with them as reminders of their Primary school journey.  

 

The end of an era  
As this is the last week of school, all of us are moving on whether that means going 

into a new classroom, getting a new teacher or even moving schools.  

For the current year 6s, this is the end of a long journey as they will be moving to 

secondary school. This is a very exciting time for them but also quite sad and 

nerve-racking.  

Here is what Amira says, “I’m really sad to leave this school but I’m really excited to 

go to secondary school and I’ll always remember my teachers.” 

This also means that this is my last article that I will write for the newsletter, I have 

thoroughly enjoyed writing these articles and I hope you have enjoyed reading 

them each week. 

This year has been a triumph, from the arts week, the KS2 production, the local PM 

visiting and so many more amazing events that we are very grateful for us, It has 

been lovely.  

 

Good luck everyone for next year, have a great Summer holidays! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Felicity Year 6 



 

 

 

I had the privilege of joining the year 6 students who are moving on this year as they 

thought, as did I, about what had made their time special. So, what was special about 

my time with the students and staff of St Ippolyts School?  

You are! The young people I have met, the teachers and staff of the school, the 

parents who took the time to talk...you have all made my time at St Ippolyts School 

very special indeed.  

I want to thank Mrs Peddie, Mrs Stewart, Miss Walker and Mr Jefferies in particular 

for making me welcome, for teaching me, for trusting me, and for enabling some fun 

assemblies and open conversations. All the staff do extraordinary things to support 

the families who are part of this fabulous community, and as a consequence, the 

young people grow in confidence and develop a firm foundation on which to flourish. 

Know my continued prayers for all of you over the summer, and as you start the new 

term in September, that God will grant you peace in your heart, joy in your 

encounters, and strength for whatever is to come. 

 

 

Much love, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Tricia 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Keeping Children Active and Engaged 

Over Summer 

The summer holidays are a wonderful opportunity for children to relax, explore 

new interests, and spend quality time with family and friends. Keeping children 

active and engaged over the summer can support both their physical and 

emotional wellbeing. 

 

Simple and low-cost ideas include: 

• Visiting local parks, libraries, and outdoor spaces. 

• Encouraging daily reading, even for a short time each day. 

• Trying creative activities such as drawing, baking, or crafts. 

• Playing outdoor games, riding bikes, or going for walks. 

• Helping children stay connected with friends and family. 

• Involving children in simple household tasks and routines. 

 

It is also important for children to have downtime to rest and recharge before 

the new school year begins. Balancing activity, relaxation, and family time helps 

children return to school feeling happy, confident, and ready to learn. 

We wish all our families a safe, enjoyable, and restful summer break and look 

forward to welcoming our new families in September. Good luck to our Year 6 

children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Stewart 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord, 

 
We thank you for the happy times we have had at St Ippolyts School. For 
the fun times we have had playing games on the grass in summer, for the 
sports days, fairs, and school productions. We thank you for the fun school 
trips we have experienced and the interesting visitors we have met. 

 
We thank you for the teachers and grown-ups who have worked with us 
over the years, who have prepared us to move onto secondary school with 
confidence.  

Today especially we ask that you are with the members of staff leaving for 
new adventures. We ask that you bless Rev Tricia, Mrs Blencowe, Mrs 
deNoojier and Mrs Back for their new jobs and Mrs Lewis as she leaves us 
to enjoy her retirement. We thank you for all of them and for the love they 
have shown us at St Ippolyts School.  
 
We thank you for our friends through the years who have cared for us, 
helped us with our work and shared our troubles. As we venture off in 
different directions, help us not to feel sad, but to remember the good 
times we have shared together. Help us as we move to new schools and 
new classes, to make good friends and be happy, facing the future with 
courage. 

As we leave school today to enjoy the summer holidays, we ask that you 
are with each and every one of us in all that we do in the coming weeks. 
Help us to rest and to enjoy spending time with our friends and families 
ahead of our next big adventure. 

Most of all, we thank you for loving us.  May we always remember to love 
one another, just as you have loved us. 

Amen 

 

Our end of year prayer 
We always use this prayer on the last day of term in July for our leavers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...to everyone who has played a part in making this another successful year at St 
Ippolyts School. 

To our Governing Body, and in particular our Chair of Governors, Mrs Luxton, and 
Vice Chair, Mrs MacInnes, for their unwavering support, guidance and commitment 
throughout the year. Their leadership and dedication are greatly valued. 

To our incredible PTA, especially Marta and the committee, whose enthusiasm, hard 
work and endless energy have made such a difference. From organising events to 
raising much-needed funds, your efforts enrich school life for all our children. 
Whether you've helped to run an event, donated, volunteered your time or simply 
supported from the sidelines, thank you – every contribution counts. 

To our parents and families, thank you for working alongside us throughout the 
year. Your partnership is central to everything we do, and together we achieve the 
very best for our children. We are especially grateful to everyone who has given up 
their time to transport children to sporting events, accompany school trips, help at 
fundraising activities or support the many special occasions that take place across 
the year. 

And finally, to the wonderful St Ipps team. Our staff consistently go above and 
beyond for the children, showing professionalism, care and dedication every single 
day. Their commitment is the reason our school continues to thrive, and we are 
incredibly fortunate to have such an exceptional team. To all our teachers and 
support staff – thank you. We hope you enjoy a very well-deserved rest over the 
summer holidays. 

Looking back, it has been another memorable year filled with so many special 
moments: sporting achievements, exciting creative projects, educational visits, PGL, 
church services, themed weeks, performances, celebrations and countless 
opportunities for our children to learn, grow and flourish. 

We wish all of our families a safe, relaxing and happy summer break. 

We look forward to welcoming you back in September! From Mrs Peddie        


