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National Rounders 2026

A huge disappointment for our National Rounders Team this week,
das the national finals were cancelled due to the extreme heat.
These amazing young people have worked incredibly hard
throughout the year to qualify for this event, showing
determination, commitment and teamwork every step of the way.
Although they didn't get the chance to compete, we couldn’t be
move proud of what they have achieved.
They dre our champions regardless of any trophy.
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Keeping Cool in the Heat

| would like to thank all parents and carers for their support during this week's exceptionally
hot weather. Your help in ensuring children arrived at school with water bottles, sun hats and
sunscreen made a real difference and helped us keep everyone safe and comfortable.

| am also incredibly grateful to our staff team, who have worked hard throughout the week to
adapt routines and activities in response to the high temperatures. Children have enjoyed
spending time in shaded areas during playtimes, with toys and activities moved under the trees
to encourage calmer play away from direct sunlight. Regular water breaks have been built into
the day, and staff have been vigilant in ensuring children remained hydrated.

A special thank you goes to our PTA, who kindly provided ice pops for the children. These were
greatly appreciated and provided a welcome opportunity to cool down.

We are also fortunate to have a number of areas within the school that benefit from fixed or
portable air conditioning, as well as fans in other classrooms. These measures have helped
considerably and allowed children to continue learning in a more comfortable environment
despite the challenging conditions.

While the weather has certainly been warm, the children have coped brilliantly and continued
to demonstrate their usual enthusiasm for learning. Thank you once again to everyone who
has helped us ensure that school remained a safe, happy and productive place to be throughout
the heatwave.

PTA Summer Fair amendments

After careful consideration, consultation with external providers and extensive planning by the
PTA, we are pleased to confirm that our Summer Fair will still be going ahead this Friday, albeit
with some adjustments to ensure the safety and comfort of everyone attending. Due to the
forecast temperatures, the event will no longer take place on the school field and will instead
be held across the school grounds, where there is greater access to shade and indoor spaces if
needed.

Unfortunately, the Birds of Prey display and the inflatable obstacle course will not be able to
take place as part of the fair. However, we are hopeful that both attractions can be rearranged
for our End of Year Picnic event and will share further information as soon as arrangements are
confirmed.

The PTA has worked incredibly hard over many weeks to organise this event and has spent
considerable time reviewing options, seeking advice and adapting plans to make the fair
possible. We hope that families will continue to support their efforts and join us for what
promises to be an enjoyable afternoon for our school community.




St Ippolyts School PTA
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PLEASE PARK CONSIDERATELY

Please help us be good neighbours and keep everyone safe.
0 DO NOT park in the layby in Folly Lane

This is needed for emergency access

€3 DO NOT block people’s drives
€ DO NOT park in the dog park

Thank you for your consideration
Let’s make it a fun and safe day for everyone!

Email pta@stipps.herts.sch.uk for more information



School Finances

and Staffing Update

You may recall that some time ago | wrote in the newsletter about the financial pressures
facing schools nationally and the challenges this creates when balancing budgets while
maintaining the high quality of education and support that our children deserve.

Firstly, | would like to thank all families who contribute towards school trips, visits and
activities. Your support is greatly appreciated and helps us to continue offering these valuable
experiences. While we never want financial circumstances to prevent a child from taking part,
when voluntary contributions are not received, the cost must be met from the school's budget,
reducing the funds available for other areas of school life.

As part of our ongoing work to manage increasing financial pressures, there will be some
changes to staffing arrangements from September. Rather than each class having an allocated
Teaching Assistant, our support staff team will work across classes and year groups, providing
targeted support where it is needed most. This approach will allow us to deploy staff more
efficiently and ensure that pupils receive the right support at the right time.

In addition, Mrs Stewart will continue to have a class teaching commitment from September.
Many parents will already be familiar with seeing Mrs Stewart teaching in class, and this
arrangement will continue as part of our staffing structure for the new academic year.

This week we welcomed back Mrs Thain from her maternity leave who will be covering classes
across the school until the end of term, before having a class teacher responsibility again from
the autumn.

Last week we also appointed a lovely new teacher to join our team from September; we are
just doing the final checks and paperwork and then we will share more with you.

At the end of the summer term, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs deNoojier who has worked
as a TA and MSA with us over the last couple of years. We wish her lots of luck for her new job
and thank her for all she has done for us.

As always, our priority remains providing the very best education, care and support for every
child while ensuring the long-term financial sustainability of the school. Thank you for your
continued support and understanding, and | will continue to keep you updated through the
newsletters.
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Class 5 Jwilo

Class 5 enjoyed a fantastic trip to
the RAF Museum Hendon, bringing
their World War Il text to life. They
explored real aircraft and learned
about the RAF’s role during the
war.

A highlight was experiencing a
wartime classroom and
discovering what school was like in
the 1940s. It was a great way to
connect their reading with real
historical learning

Annual repor‘l’s 2026

Next week you will be receiving your child’s annual report along with
additional information such as attainment outcomes and class allocation
letters. They will be sent via email after school on Thursday. (Please note

that Y6 SATs results will not yet be in by this date)

Attendance reports will be sent as paper copies with your child.

RlDlNG Thank you for your support.

No scooting please

A reminder that scooters, bicycles etc must not be ridden anywhere

on the school site before or after the school day. This helps to keep

everyone safe during our busy arrival and collection times.

We would also like to remind families that children should not play

NO on the adventure trail or other playground equipment before school.
These areas are not supervised before the start of the school day and

SCOOTER should only be used during designated times when staff are present.

Team Stipps!

After school clubs have now finished

Clubs will resume in the autumn term, with details being shared with families at the start of the
new academic year.A huge thank you goes to all the staff who voluntarily give up their time
throughout the year to run our wide range of extra-curricular activities. We are incredibly
grateful for their dedication and the positive impact these clubs have on our pupils. THANK YOU




Monday 6" July: morning 9.30am (younger siblings can attend this)
Tuesday 7t July: matinee 1.45pm (younger siblings can attend this)
Wednesday 8" July: evening 6pm aduits only

Don’t forget to book your tickets for the upcoming
production of Olivia using the Arbor app by 1% July

For the evening performance on Wednesday, all children need to be
back at school by 5.30pm. At edch performance, the PTA are selling
refreshments and there will be a collection at the end.

Please note that evening tickets are fully booked.
If you have booked evening tickets but find that you won't be using
them, PLEASE let us know asdp because we have a waiting list. 1t
cduses great upset if, on the night, parents see empty seats that they

would have loved to use.

SAFEGUARDING
PLEASE COULD ALL PARENTS NOTE THAT PHOTOS AND VIDEOS

ARE NOT PERMITTED DURING THE PERFORMANCES.
AT THE END OF THE SHOW, THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO
PHOTOGRAPH YOUR OWN CHILD ONLY. Thank you!
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enb Of YEeAR SUMmeR DISCO!

Last Friday it was our summer disco. Though it was very hot, everyone had their own
water bottle to keep hydrated whilst still singing along to DJ CJ’s tunes.

Along with all the great songs, there were lots of stalls that were run for nail painting,
hair spraying, tattoos and of course there was the snack bar.

Here is what one pupil says, “I loved all the songs that were played, especially the
Taylor Swift ones like You belong with me and Love story because all my friends
dance to it with me!”

Thank you, all of the adults who
helped run the disco, including
the volunteers who did stalls.

NATIONAL ROUNDERS

Unfortunately, the national rounders team were told the disappointing news that
the tournament has been cancelled due to the heat. Although it is sad it has been
called off, it is understandable and we still congratulate the team for working so hard
to earn a place on the team.
Even though the team didn’t get to go on Tuesday, Mrs Peddie still gave them a very
cute little crochet keepsake.

fACT Of THE week
Rounders is one of the oldest bat and ball sports
recorded in history,



Free School Meals
Important Changes from September 2026

The Government has announced an important change to Free School Meal (FSM)
eligibility. From September 2026, all children whose families receive Universal
Credit will be eligible for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

This is excellent news and is expected to help many more families access support
while ensuring children receive a healthy meal during the school day.

Apply Now

Applications for September 2026 are already open, and we encourage all families
who receive Universal Credit or other qualifying benefits to check their eligibility
and apply as soon as possible — even if they have applied previously and were not
eligible.

We recommend applying before the end of the summer term to ensure support is
in place for the start of the new academic year.

Why Apply?

In addition to providing meals for eligible children, Free School Meal registration
can also generate additional funding for the school, helping us to provide extra
support, resources and opportunities for all pupils.

How to Apply
Applications can be completed online and usually take no more than five minutes.
Visit the Hertfordshire County Council website:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-
school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

If your child already receives Free School Meals, you do not need to reapply unless
you are contacted by the school or local authority.

If you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly encourage you to apply. The
process is confidential and could unlock valuable support for your child and family.

If you would like any assistance with the application process, please contact Mrs
Islam or Mrs Joyce in the school office.



https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

A

\Y “

L‘,

.
\ |
¢ "
*

e

Let's
celebrate [FS
our amazing s

Year 6 ;

Leavers!
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On the afternoon of Wednesday 15th July, the Year 6 Leavers
will hold their traditional ‘Leavers Service’ in church.

Year 6 parents are very warmly invited to attend —
Miss Walker will email further details in due course.

After school on the same day, we would love everyone

to join us on the school field for a celebratory family picnic — a7

a chance to say goodbye to our leavers and spend some
relaxed time together after a busy, successful year.

Please bring your own refreshments, picnic blankets,
deckchairs, etc., and enjoy the opportunity to connect

as a school family. Younger siblings, babies, grandparents,
and all family members are very welcome.

Just head to the field after school, pick a spot,
and make yourself at home (you might want to
avoid the sports pitches though, in case of an _
impromptu rounders match!)
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Enceuraging Reading fer Pleasure

Reading for pleasure is one of the most important ways children can develop
language, imagination, confidence, and a lifelong love of learning. Even a few

Families can support reading at home by:

minutes of reading each day can make a big difference.

Setting aside a regular quiet reading time.

Letting children choose books that interest them.
Reading together and talking about stories.

Visiting the local library.

Listening to audiobooks during journeys or at bedtime.

Showing children that adults enjoy reading too.

Remember, all reading counts — comics, magazines, recipes, information books,
and stories all help children build vocabulary and confidence.

Most importantly, reading should feel enjoyable and relaxed. Praise children for
their effort and celebrate progress, no matter how small.

A love of reading begins with positive experiences shared together.




A huge thank you to the youkng peo;;Ie that helped me yesterday as we explored
baptism. It was fun to get splashed in this heat, but the serious and very precious
nature of baptism was not lost!

We talked about the difference between adult and baby baptism especially, because
one of our school and church families had both at the weekend! It was a wonderful
occasion.

In school the children remembered the light of Christ represented by the Baptism
Candle, the holy water and anointing of baptism representing cleansing from and
forgiveness of sin, some were anointed with Chrism oil (and found they really liked
the scent), and we saw the baptism shell mounted with a silver cross used for lifting
holy water from the font. And we read in the baptism prayer the beautiful promise

of Jesus's love. o
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Beautiful gardens of

all shapes and sizes

Refreshments at the
Hall
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Sorry, no dogs
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