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PCL CCHOOL JOURNEY

Children in Years 5 and 6 had the most wonderful weekend on the beautiful North Yorkshire
countryside at PGL Newby Wiske. They took part in so many different activities, including giant
swing, abseiling, laser tag, zip wire, trapeze, archery and fencing to name but a few!

The children were an absolute pleasure to be with; fabulous behaviour, support for their friends
and embracing all the opportunities given to them with open arms. An especially big thank you
to all the staff who enabled the trip to happen by giving up their weekend. Thank you also to all
the parents who have taken the time to email in thanks to the staff team; your kind words and

appreciation mean a lot to us!

Y5/6 parents are invited to come to the PGL assembly on Monday 29*" June at 9.15am
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Monday 6" July: morning 9.30am (younger siblings can attend this)
Tuesday 7t July: matinee. 1.45pm (younger siblings can attend this)
Wednesday 8" July: evening 6pm aduits only

Parents of children in Y3,4,5,6 will soon be able to book tickets for the upcoming production of
Olivia via Arbor.

You will be able to book TWO TICKETS maximum.

The two tickets can be for the same performance or split over two different performances.

Please take care when booking because if you book more than two, the excess ones will be
cancelled, and you won’t have any say in which ones you lose.

If you want to bring younger siblings, they can come on the Monday matinee or Tuesday
morning performances (but must have a ticket allocated for seating please). The Wednesday
evening performance is for adults only.

Tickets need to be booked by Wednesday 1° July. After this date, we will release any spare
tickets for families to have a third ticket, so please make sure you have booked your first two
by this date. There is no charge for tickets, but we will hold a collection at each performance,
and the PTA will also be selling refreshments.

Bookings open at 8am on Monday 22" June 2026

If you need tickets for a particular showing, we recommend you book as early as possible as
numbers are strictly capped for each performance — when they’re gone, they’re gone!




Free School Meals
Important Changes from September 2026

The Government has announced an important change to Free School Meal (FSM)
eligibility. From September 2026, all children whose families receive Universal
Credit will be eligible for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

This is excellent news and is expected to help many more families access support
while ensuring children receive a healthy meal during the school day.

Apply Now

Applications for September 2026 are already open, and we encourage all families
who receive Universal Credit or other qualifying benefits to check their eligibility
and apply as soon as possible — even if they have applied previously and were not
eligible.

We recommend applying before the end of the summer term to ensure support is
in place for the start of the new academic year.

Why Apply?

In addition to providing meals for eligible children, Free School Meal registration
can also generate additional funding for the school, helping us to provide extra
support, resources and opportunities for all pupils.

How to Apply
Applications can be completed online and usually take no more than five minutes.
Visit the Hertfordshire County Council website:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-
school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

If your child already receives Free School Meals, you do not need to reapply unless
you are contacted by the school or local authority.

If you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly encourage you to apply. The
process is confidential and could unlock valuable support for your child and family.

If you would like any assistance with the application process, please contact Mrs
Islam or Mrs Joyce in the school office.



https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
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On the afternoon of Wednesday 15th July, the Year 6 Leavers
will hold their traditional ‘Leavers Service’ in church.

Year 6 parents are very warmly invited to attend —
Miss Walker will email further details in due course.

After school on the same day, we would love everyone

to join us on the school field for a celebratory family picnic — a7

a chance to say goodbye to our leavers and spend some
relaxed time together after a busy, successful year.

Please bring your own refreshments, picnic blankets,
deckchairs, etc., and enjoy the opportunity to connect

as a school family. Younger siblings, babies, grandparents,
and all family members are very welcome.

Just head to the field after school, pick a spot,
and make yourself at home (you might want to
avoid the sports pitches though, in case of an _
impromptu rounders match!)




Helping children develop responsibility and independence is an important part of
growing up. When children are encouraged to take on small responsibilities, they
build confidence, resilience, and important life skills.

Simple ways families can support independence at home include:

Children learn best when they are given opportunities to try things for themselves
in a safe and supportive environment. Even when mistakes happen, these
experiences help children become more confident and capable learners.

By working together, we can help children develop the skills they need to become
independent, responsible, and resilient individuals.

—7 A senco@stipps.herts.sch.uk

Building Respensibility and
Independence

Encouraging children to organise their school bag and belongings.
Giving children small jobs or chores to complete.

Allowing children to make simple choices, such as choosing clothes or
activities.

Supporting children to solve small problems independently.

Praising effort, responsibility, and perseverance.
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This week during our school assembly, Revd Ginni explored the importance of
gratitude and why the Bible encourages Christians to be thankful in their daily lives.
She explained that thankfulness helps us shift our focus from ourselves and appreciate
the many blessings the world has to offer. By practising thankfulness, we help to
create a more positive culture where everyone values what each person brings to
our society. The children told Revd Ginni that they were thankful for lots of things,
including: family and friends, pets, water, their teachers, nature, amongst lots of other
things.

Revd Ginni said that thankfulness is not just a feeling — it’s good for our wellbeing.
Noticing the wonderful things around us can uplift our spirits and inspire us to take
positive action. Saying thank you is a simple gesture that can brighten someone’s day
and help to create a better world for us all.

Revd Ginni also shared a story about the church’s recent Pet Blessing Service. During
this special event, families gathered to give thanks for their beloved pets and sought
God’s blessing for them. This act of gratitude reminded everyone of the joy and
comfort animals bring into our lives, and how important it is to appreciate all the gifts
we receive. We are all going to try and notice the many things we are thankful for
this week.

With love

Rev Grinnir




NORTH HERTS & STEVENAGE
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ORCHESTRAL
INSTRUMENTS

A fun and friendly session for children
and families to explore, try and discover!

North Herts Music School "3
SG4 9RU

Our Come and Try session offers
prospective students the opportunity l:f
to explore and try a variety of
orchestral instruments, while
parents and carers have the chance
to support and be involved in
choosing the right instrument
for their child.

® S8 LVERYONE
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ﬁ Whether your child is curious
about music for the first time

: : STRING LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES or considering lessons, this
WOORWIND = BRASS  INSTRUMENTS : TOTRY OUR NEW HARPSJ session offers a friendly
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introduction to the world of
INTERESTED IN MUSIC LESSONS? orchestral instruments. b
Come along to discover the instrument that inspires your child v
and learn more about lesson opportunities available through b

North Herts Music School.

" GET IN TOUCH

North Herts and Stevenage Regional Team | Hertfordshire Music Service | Hertfordshire County Council
T: SMC (Stevenage & Royston) - 01438 844 518 NHMS (Hitchin) — 01462 434052

E: SMC: Stevenagemusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk N We lsok &orward, 4
E: NHMS: hitchinmusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk < to seei =
E: Royston:  roystonmusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk CeUG Yeu.

. W: www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk

Follow O) HERTFORDSHIRE 'Fl
@hertsmusic ,nstragm n n ’ 'Ill:lll' MUSIC SERVICE it

Facebook  YouTube Inspire * Learn » Achieve Hertfordshire



A fantastic day at the SSFT Athletics Competition at Ridlins Stadium
on Tuesday!

2nd place overall
2nd in Year 5/6
2nd in Year 4
2 relay medals
9 individual medals

61 medals in total!
An incredible achievement, esloeciolllg consiolering our Yedr 5 and 6
children had only returned from PGL on Monday night.
Well done to everyone who took part. You represented the school

brillianﬂj with determination, teamwork and outstanding

sportsmanship. We are so proud of you
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SUMMER FAIR!

BB~ - FRIDAY 26™ JUNE ﬂ &

i‘/ 3.30PM - 5.30PM

i85 § AT THE SCHOOL FIELD IN FOLLY LANE

B\RDS OF PRE Y -

% AT THIS YEAR’S FAIRr .

ﬁ Comeandmeetouramaz ﬂ* %sf?;“:;“
TEAM OF SIX BIRD.S‘/
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ZFLYING DISPLAY!- ¥l

See these magnificent
birds in action! 7

A team of six o
incredible birds
of prey "

including owls, (4,
hawks, falcons @
and more!

Q Get up close and
see these amazing
birds

@ Takephotosand 4
ask the falconer 4
any questions!

VISIT OUR BIRDS OF PREY DISPLAY
TO VIEW, TAKE PHOTOS
AND ASK THE FALCONER QUESTIONS!
— *

. PLUS - ENJOY OUR EXCITING BRI
FLYING DISPLAY! . o & ety

* LOTS OF FUN FOR *
ALL THE FAMILY!
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AT THE SCHOOL FIELD IN FOLLY LANE
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' NON-UNIFORM DAY

Children are invited to come

in non-uniform on

FRIDAY 19™ JUNE

in exchange for

PTA summer fair donations.

CLASSES
1,2&3

CLASSES
4

Please bring donations
on non-uniform day

CLASSES - PLEASE BRING:
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et Tokens will be available to
buy online in advance at a
discounted rate, between
8th — 19th JUNE.
This offer only applies to
- tokens bought in advance. )
! 2 + DON’T FORGET! )
%‘ w ®
iR Sell your raffle tickets for our
GRAND DRAW, GREAT PRIZES
and more!
% More books of tickets available at the office I
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Raffle prizes

£160 FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHY GIFT EXPERIENCE - BARRETT & COE
£160 FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHY GIFT EXPERIENCE - BARRETT & COE
£100 GIFT VOUCHER - WILBURY CLINIC
£50 GIFT VOUCHER - VANSTONE PARK GARDEN CENTRE
FOOTBALL DAY CAMP WITH A FRIEND - DW SOCCER SCHOOL
CUT & BLOW DRY - HAIR AT CHIMNEY'S
DINNER FOR TWO - THE BIRD IN HAND, GOSMORE

£30 GIFT VOUCHER - SARAH MAYLIN FLOWERS

SPORTS MASSAGE VOUCHER - BODYBALANCE

SPORTS MASSAGE VOUCHER - BODYBALANCE
FAMILY OF 4 TRAMPOLINING VOUCHER - GOSLING SPORTS PARK

GAME VOUCHER FOR FOUR - HOLLYWOOD BOWL

GAME VOUCHER FOR FOUR - MR MULLIGANS GOLF
FAMILY OF FOUR GIFT VOUCHER - LITTLE RASCALS INDOOR PLAY
£20 GIFT VOUCHER - TOUCH OF PINK BEAUTY
£15 GIFT VOUCHER - WAGAMAMA'S
£15 GIFT VOUCHER - WAGAMAMA'S
YOGA CLASS - THE YOGA SHED
SOUNDBATH CLASS - RE.VIBE
£10 GIFT VOUCHER - PORTSIDE SOAP COMPANY
CRICKET SET
BADMINTON SET
BOULES SET
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JOIN OURWALK WITHALASTAIR STRATHERN MP
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
FORASAFERROUTETO SCHOOL.

We are campaigning for a safer pedestrian crossing
and traffic calming measures at the junction of
Stevenage Road and Blackhorse Lane

Please fill in the form to show your support for a safer crossing. Add your
experiences and have a voice in this campaign

USE THIS LINK TO FILL IN THE FORM AND BE
KEPT UP TO DATE WITH PROGRESS




