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Final half term of the year!

So here we are, already in the final half term of this school year. | hope you all
had a restful break; what a joy to have such glorious weather coinciding with
school holidays —a most unusual occurrence! The coming weeks are as packed
as ever. This week, Classes 1 and 2 had their class trip, and next week our Year
5 and 6 children are heading to Yorkshire for their residential school journey.
Key Stage 2 have also started rehearsing for their big summer production, .
‘Olivia’, and we’re all looking forward to the annual PTA Summer Fair, which ¢
is only a few short weeks away.

Just before half term, we enjoyed a fantastic morning at our Talent Show! A huge well done to
our Year 6 team for organising and leading such a wonderful event.

The audience was treated to a wide range of performances, including comedy acts, singing,
dancing, storytelling, acting, clowning around and musical performances. From beautiful piano
solos and energetic electric guitar performances to captivating stories and confident stage acts,

we were incredibly impressed by the talent, confidence and creativity on display.
Congratulations to all the children who took part. Their enthusiasm, preparation and willingness
to step into the spotlight made the event a memorable and enijovable occasion for evervone.
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STANDALONE
FARM

Class 1 and Class 2 had a fantastic day at Standalone Farm as part of our learning about animals,
habitats, and the natural world. The children were excited to explore the farm and meet a variety
of animals, including horses, donkeys, pigs, guinea pigs, cows, rabbits, and chickens.

Class 1 took part in the Woodland Package, where they enjoyed a guided tour led by the farm's
Education Team. During their woodland adventure, the children looked for signs of the changing
seasons, investigated different animal habitats, and searched for evidence of wildlife living in
the woods. They demonstrated excellent observation skills and were enthusiastic about
discovering nature first-hand.

Class 2 participated in the Animal Package, which included an exclusive meet and greet with
Mora, a Suffolk Punch horse. The children learned that Suffolk Punch horses are a rare breed
and are now critically endangered. They discovered how these powerful horses were
traditionally used for farming before modern machinery became common.

Throughout the day, the children showed great curiosity, asked thoughtful questions, and
represented the school brilliantly. The trip provided a wonderful opportunity to bring classroom
learning to life.
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CLASS 6S TRIP TO SARTORIUS

On the Tuesday before the holidays, class 6 journeyed off to Royston where they went to
Sartorius’s factory. They had a fantastic time there, visiting different stations in the building and
learning about the different things and steps needed for particular robots/machinery Sartorius
design and make.

There were four stations — the CAD (computer aided design) station, where the year 6s visited
design engineers and saw how they design all the parts necessary for the robots on their
computers. There was then the kitting station where we found parts to make a piece of a robot
and looked at a machine that holds parts that have been delivered from around the world.
Another station was the building station, we used the parts we had and assembled a machine
that sucks up and dispenses liquid at different speeds depending on how it is programmed.

Lastly, there was the experiment. We used a real Ambr 15 (a robot Sartorius makes) to see which
of the following: flour, sugar, lemon juice and salt, was best for yeast to feed on. The more
bubbles came up — after they had been mixed together — the more gas had been released and
the yeast had fed on it. In the end sugar did the best because it was so similar to glucose and
glucose is what yeast needs.

THE TALeNT SHOW

On the last Friday of the half term before the break, St. Ippolyts held the school talent show!
From playing an instrument, dancing to singing or even telling stories it was fantastic seeing
children from all the classes take part in performing in front of the school.

This is what a pianist from class 5 says, “I really enjoyed it because it was a really fun way to
show off your talent.”

Well done to all the young performers who took part in this year’s talent show, it was amazing!

fACT Of THE wWeek

A shrimp’s heart is v its head
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Suppertmg Chulalren 3 wellbemg Tegether

At school, we know that children thrive when they feel safe, supported, and connected both at school
and at home. Wellbeing is not only about learning; it is also about helping children develop confidence,
resilience, kindness, and healthy relationships.
Families play a vital role in supporting your child’s emotional wellbeing. Simple routines such as talking
about the day, sharing meals, spending time outdoors, and ensuring good sleep habits can make a big
difference. Encouraging your child to express their feelings and reminding them that it is okay to ask for
help also helps build emotional strength.
Wellbeing Tips by Age Group
Early Years (Ages 3-5)

o Keep routines simple and predictable.

e Encourage play, creativity, and outdoor time.

o Help children name their feelings.

e Praise effort and kindness.

e Ensure plenty of sleep and quiet time.
Key Stage 1 (Ages 5-7)

e Encourage children to talk about friendships and feelings.

e Read together regularly.

e Balance screen time with active play.

o Teach calming strategies such as deep breathing.

e Celebrate small achievements and successes.
Lower Key Stage 2 (Ages 7-9)

e Encourage independence with small responsibilities.

o Help children build confidence by trying new activities.

o Talk openly about worries or mistakes.

o Promote healthy sleep habits and routines.

e Encourage teamwork, kindness, and resilience.
Upper Key Stage 2 (Ages 9-11)

e Support children in managing growing responsibilities.

e Encourage regular breaks from screens and social media.

o Talk about friendships, self-esteem, and online safety.

e Help children develop problem-solving skills.

e Remind children that asking for help is a strength.

If you or your child ever need support, please remember that staff are always here to help.
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~HELP NEEDED
* PLEASE! »

We need lots of extra hands to make
our Summer Fair a success.

PLEASE help by giving a little bit of
your time as currently we don’t have
enough volunteers for the fair to
happen as planned.

We are running a competition
for a chance to

WIN THE KEY TO THE
SUMMER FAIR!

One lucky winner will get
FREE ENTRY to all the
games, including the Bouncy
Castle and Obstacle Course.

We are looking for people to man s Toenter, children needto The winner will be
stalls and activities, just for one hour: bring £1 to school, in a : announced during
named envelope between Assembly on

3.30PM - 4.30PM - 8th — 12th JUNE. MONDAY
@ 5.30PM One entry per child. 22"° JUNE

and will be given

4.30PM

the Key to the Fair.
EVERY HOUR COUNTS - THANK YOU! i o e ot o DG
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[ You will still be able \,
I to buy Tokens on the ".. -
Tokens will be available to | day during the first —
buy online in advance at a ! | half hour of the Fair. A
discounted rate, between I\ at the normal rate. }l

8th — 19th JUNE.

This offer only applies to
tokens bought in advance.

Parents will then be able
to collect their pre-bought

tokens from the office
from 22nd JUNE.

NON-UNIFORM DAY | [ cLAsses1,2AND3 | [ CLASSES 4,5 AND 6

to bring (new) small toys to bring bottles for our

Children are invited to come for our 1
: : B L
i o TOY TOMBOLA STALL OTTLE TOMBOLA STAL

FRIDAY 19™ JUNE | | e _——

in exchange for
PTA summer fair donations.

For example, boozy bottles such as

CRE) | For example, pencils, pens, colouring
. books, keyrings, novelty items, puzzles,
small craft kits, pocket games etc. J

wine/fizz or spirits, bubble bath, soft
drinks - basically anything in a bottle!

NEW AND UNOPENED ONLY

= LC * = LOTSOFFUNFOR 4 * |
=2, - ALL THE FAMILY!
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his year’s Summer Disco takes placeon -

= "FRIDAY 19™ JUNE. <

3.15pm - 5pm, straight after school. The disco is on the
same day as non-uniform day, so children can come to school
wearing their clothes for the disco. If they want to bring any
accessories or additional clothes for the disco, they can
bring them in a carrier bag.

As the disco takes place straight after school, it will work a bit
like Movie and Munch, with the children going to the hall as
soon as school finishes. Those who are not attending the disco
will be dismissed at hometime as usual at 3.15pm.

e =

The usual tuck shop, hair styling, nail varnishing etc will be on
offer. Children should bring their pocket money for the disco in

a clearly named purse. The teachers will collect it all during
morning registration for safekeeping during the day.

Please do not send loose cash.

At the end of the disco at 5pm, children will be dismissed
by the staff at their usual hometime collection points,
so there is no need to come to the hall.
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TO INCLUDE A BOTTLE OF WATER u
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EXCELLENT
ATTENDANCE

EVERY DAY COUNTS

WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS

BETTER LEARNING
Attending school every day
helps you keep up, build
knowledge and achieve your
potential.

STRONGER FUTURES

Good attendance improves

ATTEND TODAY,
ACHIEVE TOMORROW

HOW ATTENDANCE AFFECTS YOUR LEARNING

100%

0 days missed

EXCELLENT

You are making the most of every
learning opportunity.

your chances of success in
exams, college, training
and jobs.

96%

7 days missed

GOOD

A solid start, but there's room
to improve.

WELLBEING & CONFIDENCE

Regular attendance supports
friendships, routines and

CONCERNING

You are missing important learning
and may fall behind.

mental wellbeing.

LIFE SKILLS

Being in school helps you
develop the habits and skills
needed for adult life. N

Q0 O

85%

29 days missed

SERIOUS CONCERN

You are missing a lot of learning.
This will impact your progress
and future options.

FIXED PENALTY NOTICE (FPN) LAW

A Fixed Penalty Notice may be issued by Hertfordshire
County Council if your child has unauthorised
absences during term time.

You may receive an FPN if:
« Your child has 10 or more sessions (5 days)
of unauthorised absence in a 10-week period
» You take your child on holiday during term time
+ You fail to ensure your child attends school
regularly

The penalty is £80 per parent, per child
payable within 21 days, rising to £160 if paid
between days 22-28.

WE ARE

BETTER
TOGETHER

to help every
full potential.

Good attendance is a shared
responsibility. Let's work together

child reach their

IMPORTANT

Unauthorised absences can lead
to further action, including
prosecution in the Magistrates’
Court, and fines of up to £2,500
per parent, per child.

Please avoid unnecessary
absences and help your child
succeed.

Hertfordshire

ATTEND TODAY. ACHIEVE TOMORROW. SUCCEED FOR LIFE.




