
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 28: Thursday 30th April 2026 

 

We were really pleased to 
receive a kind letter from 

Alistair Strathern 
congratulating our pupils on 

achieving the Platinum Games 
Mark. His letter coincided 
with finding out that we 
remain platinum for the 
second year running - 

very well done everyone! 

Class photo day 
The photographer will be in school for class and team  

photos on Friday 15th May 
.  

Class 2  

Cake Day  

Tomorrow! 
 

Bank holiday 
A reminder that school is closed on 

Monday 4th May for the May Day 

Bank Holiday        
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dekeur.com%2Ffollow-us-on-facebook%2F&psig=AOvVaw16xsNbvH3PcuRFWVddjn6g&ust=1586420738294000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPie0Piz2OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge well done 
to the children 

who competed in 
the SSFT Rapid 

Fire Cricket 
tournament 

earlier this week. 
The finished in 
first place and 
came home with 

gold medals! 

Class arrangements for next year 
One of the key questions parents often have at this time of year is about the class structure for 

the upcoming year. While I typically explain this in detail during guided tours for new parents, I 

understand that it can sometimes be tricky to fully grasp how it works. 

 

Our class structure is a bit unusual due to our admissions number (20), which is set by the local 

authority. As a result, we have mixed-age classes, similar to most village schools. Occasionally, 

however, we are allocated more than 20 children in Reception (known as 'bulge years'), which is 

why the sizes of our year groups can vary significantly. Currently, our year groups range in size 

from 18 to 32 children. 

 

When year groups are split into mixed-age classes, decisions about pupil placements are made 

based on each individual child's needs. This includes factors such as age, academic performance, 

emotional maturity, behaviour needs, confidence, self-help skills, and more. These decisions are 

made by the Senior Leadership Team. 

 

We never use the terms 'moving up' or 'staying down,' because regardless of which classroom a 

child is in, they will still cover the curriculum for their year group. Our teachers are highly skilled 

at delivering the objectives for two different year groups simultaneously in these mixed-age 

classes. Additionally, our curriculum is structured on a rolling programme to ensure that topics 

are not repeated. 

 

When you receive your child’s report in July, it will include a letter detailing their class allocation 

and the teacher assigned to their class. The children will also have the opportunity to spend some 

time with their new class and teacher on Transition Day, and we will provide additional support 

for any transition needs your child may have. 



 

 
Golden chair work throughout the school  

 

Class 6 – In class 6 the work that earnt a place on the golden chair was maths for arithmetic. 

Class 6 have been working towards SATs, which is only in two weeks and reaching a good score 

on arithmetic is what we are aiming for. The class 6 pupil was on the golden chair for making lots 

of progress and working really hard to improve! 

 

Class 5 – Class 5 have been watching a short film called Pandora which is a magical place home 

to many ‘hexapods’ – six limbed creatures. The work that was shown in Friday Fellowship last 

week was a descriptive piece of writing about their own ‘hexapods’ class 5 have been making. 

 

Class 4 – English was also what was shown for the golden chair in class 4. Class 4 have been 

writing about a ‘smoke cellar’ and have been working on using superlatives which are words 

ending in ‘est’ for example: biggest. 

 

 Class 3 – The work that was on the golden chair for class 3 was a recount of their trip to a 

Roman museum that was last Tuesday. This is what the pupil says, “I really enjoyed writing it and 

I loved the bit that I read to the rest of the school.” 

 

 Class 2 – In class 2, everyone has made wanted posters for Ralphy the Rabbit. Ralphy the 

Rabbit is an evil character who keeps stealing books so class 2 have made amazing posters to 

hunt him down. 

 

 Class 1 – In maths, class 1 have been working hard to calculate number bonds to 10 just as 

one of the class 1 pupils demonstrated to the rest of the school. 
 

    Fact of the wee k 
 

A group of hyenas  

is called a cackle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Felicity Year 6 



 

 

 

Revd Tricia read the story of the Hare and the Tortoise (attributed to Aesop) 

to the whole school, and pupils thought about which of those they would 

like to be!  

Some said they'd like to win, some identified with either character because 

they like them, and others liked the tortoise because it kept going even 

though it was tough.  

The young people saw lessons of humility, of perseverance, and tenacity in 

the story, and Revd Tricia explained that both characters, like us, were 

special in God's eyes, and each of us has unique gifts that make us special 

and important in our community. And we prayed together.  

 

If you would like to explore more, why not come 
along to our breakfast service on Sunday, where 
Revd Charmaine will be leading, and the short 

service will be followed by fruit and 
pastries...we'd love to see you! 

 

With love,  
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Rev Tricia 



 

 

 

Supporting Children with Friendships 
Friendships are an important part of school life. When children have positive friendships, they 

are not only building memories- but they are also developing social and emotional skills that will 

stay with them for life.  They help children feel happy, confident, and ready to learn. However, 

making and keeping friends can take time—and every child develops these skills at their own 

pace.  

Friendships aren’t just about playtime—they’re a key part of how children learn to communicate, 

share, resolve disagreements, and build empathy. Positive friendships can also make school feel 

more enjoyable, which often leads to better engagement and resilience. Encouraging these 

connections helps children build social skills they will carry with them for the rest of their lives.Ш 

Hȋ parents can help at hǹe: 
иШÑċũťШċĤŸƨƣШƽőċƣШůċťĲƚШċШŊŸŸĬШŉƖŔĲŰĬЮEŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬШƣŸШƣőŔŰťШċĤŸƨƣШťŔŰĬŰĲƚƚЯШ
ũŔƚƣĲŰŔŰŊЯШƚőċƖŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШŸƣőĲƖƚЮ 
иШÂƖċĦƣŔĦĲШƚŸĦŔċũШƚťŔũũƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƓũċǃЮÅŸũĲрƓũċǃŔŰŊШƚŔƣƨċƣŔŸŰƚШыũŔťĲШŢŸŔŰŔŰŊШċШŊċůĲШŸƖШƣċťŔŰŊШ
ƣƨƖŰƚьШĦċŰШőĲũƓШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШŉĲĲũШůŸƖĲШĦŸŰǯĬĲŰƣШŔŰШƖĲċũрũŔŉĲШƚŔƣƨċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 
иШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣŸШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬШŉĲĲũŔŰŊƚ.cĲũƓШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƚĲШƣőĲŔƖШŸƽŰШĲůŸƣŔŸŰƚШ
ċŰĬШƣőŔŰťШċĤŸƨƣШőŸƽШŸƣőĲƖƚШůŔŊőƣШŉĲĲũШŔŰШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƚŔƣƨċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 
иШEŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲШŔŰĦũƨƚŔƻĲШĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖ.ÅĲůŔŰĬШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣőċƣШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШŔƚШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШċŰĬШƣőċƣШ
ŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШŸƣőĲƖƚуĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШůċǃШŉĲĲũШũĲŉƣШŸƨƣуůċťĲƚШċШĤŔŊШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰĦĲЮ 
иШuĲĲƓШĦŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣŔŸŰШŸƓĲŰ.fŉШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬШŔƚШǯŰĬŔŰŊШŉƖŔĲŰĬƚőŔƓƚШƣƖŔĦťǃЯШũŔƚƣĲŰШĦċũůũǃШċŰĬШ
ċƻŸŔĬШŢƨůƓŔŰŊШƣŸШƚŸũƨƣŔŸŰƚШƚƣƖċŔŊőƣШċƽċǃЮШÉŸůĲƣŔůĲƚШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШŢƨƚƣШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШŉĲĲũШőĲċƖĬЮШfŉШǃŸƨШ
őċƻĲШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰƚЯШƓũĲċƚĲШƚƓĲċťШƣŸШǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬќƚШƣĲċĦőĲƖШŸƖШĬƖŸƓШƣőĲůШċŰШĲůċŔũЮШòŸƨШůċǃШċũƚŸШ
ƽŔƚőШƣŸШƚƓĲċťШƽŔƣőШůĲШŸƖШĬƖŸƓШůĲШċŰШĲůċŔũШтШƚĲŰĦŸѻƚƣŔƓƓƚЮőĲƖƣƚЮƚĦőЮƨť 
 

[ƖŔĲŰĬƚőŔƓƚШĦċŰШƚŸůĲƣŔůĲƚШĤĲШĦőċũũĲŰŊŔŰŊЯШĤƨƣШƽŔƣőШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŉƖŸůШĤŸƣőШőŸůĲШċŰĬШƚĦőŸŸũЯШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĦċŰШũĲċƖŰШƣőĲШƚťŔũũƚШƣőĲǃШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШƓŸƚŔƣŔƻĲЯШũċƚƣŔŰŊШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚЮ 

ǜA friend is a hand that helps yȉ, and a heart that understandsǝ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Stewart 
senco@stipps.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:senco@stipps.herts.sch.uk

