
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 26: Thursday 16th April 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A very warm welcome back to all our children and families at the start of this final term of the 

school year. 

The summer term is traditionally packed with lots of exciting events and activities including 

school trips, sports day, the KS2 summer production and of course our residential School Journey 

and Y6 Leavers events. This newsletter includes all the latest diary dates again, but please be 

aware that some things could be added as the term progresses; do keep an eye on these weekly 

newsletters for any new dates or date changes. 

 

 

Sports Day Save the Date!  

Wednesday 20th May 2026 9.30am-12.30pm 

at our school field on Folly Lane 

More details to follow shortly          

Y6 SATS and other assessments this term 
Y6 SATs: Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May 

Y4 Multiplication Check: week commencing 1st June 

Summer assessments for Y1,2,3,4,5: week beginning 1st June 

Y1 phonics screening check: week commencing 8th June 

 
Jewellery & watches reminder 

A reminder that children can wear a simple digital or analogue watch for school, but not a smart 

watch or Fitbit. For safety reasons, hooped or dangling earrings are not allowed; if your child has 

pierced ears, only studs are permitted. Thank you. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dekeur.com%2Ffollow-us-on-facebook%2F&psig=AOvVaw16xsNbvH3PcuRFWVddjn6g&ust=1586420738294000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPie0Piz2OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class trips this term: please read 
During the summer term, we organise class trips for the children to take their learning beyond the 

school gates. These are always linked to the curriculum and are a fantastic way to bring learning 

to life, as well as providing lifelong memories for children. 

We know that the cost of living is impacting many families, and we always try to keep costs to a 

minimum, but like everything, the cost of entrance fees and coach travel has also increased in 

recent years. 

Over the last few years, we have subsidised every school trip for all children from the school budget 

to help with costs. Regretfully however, due to significant reductions in many areas of school 

funding, we no longer have the capacity to be able to do this.  

Please be aware that if not enough parents are able or willing to pay the cost of a class trip, the 

trip will not be able to go ahead. Many thanks for your understanding.  

Class 2 Assembly Friday 8th  May 9.15am 
Class 2 parents are warmly invited to come and watch the Class 2 assembly on Friday 8th May. The 

assembly will start at 9.15am in the hall. If you have babies or pre-schoolers, they are very 

welcome to attend, all we ask is that you take them out if they are unsettled or making noise.  A 

reminder also that we do not permit photographs or videos at class assemblies.  

 

Y5/6 Residential 2026 
We will be holding an information evening 

for Y5 & 6 parents about our upcoming trip to  

PGL Newby Wiske on Thursday 21st May at 6pm in the school hall.  
We will be giving you lots of important information about timings, kit lists, medical information, 

activities, accommodation and so on. Even if you have had a child go on school journey before, 

it is really worth coming along so that you know exactly what will be happening and how you 

can prepare. You will also receive paperwork that needs completing and returning to school 

before half term.  Please note that this meeting is for parents only. Children will be having their 

own preparation sessions in school time.  

Hats for sunny days 
We will be spending a lot of time outdoors this term and all children need a sun hat or cap for 

playtimes and PE. Although it is only April, the sun can be surprisingly strong. In the same way we 

wouldn’t let children play out without a coat in the depths of winter, children without hats will 

need to miss outdoor time. This is to keep them safe from the sun, especially when using the field 

where shade is much more limited.  It’s a good idea for children to have a named hat or cap that 

is left in school all the time so that they are never without one when the weather is good.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome back! 
 

A new term has yet again begun as it is now officially the start of the Summer term! 

I hope everyone has had lovely Easter breaks; I have already heard about what some 

people have been up to. As much as it is very nice to relax in the holidays, it is also 

great to be back at school, seeing friends and getting back into routine. This is very 

special for the year 6s because it is the last term of primary school, and it is full of 

exciting, and maybe a bit nerve-racking, things. 

 

On that note, I have spoken to a few year 6s to see what they think. Here is what 

they have said: 

 

Amira says, “I’m really excited for our Leaver’s Service, PGL and the production.” 

Pip says, “It is sad that we’re leaving but I think the memories and adventures 

we’ve had here will stay with us forever.” 

Anoushka says, “I’m excited for the last day when people sign our shirts and getting 

our Leaver’s hoodies.” 

Poppy says, “I’m really excited to go to secondary school even though I’ll be a bit 

sad to leave.” 

I think it is definitely safe to say this term ahead will be packed with memorable 

moments and exciting events that the year 6s will always remember. But for now, 

it’s all about looking forward to them! 
 

     
 Fact of the wee k 
  

Over 50% of the worldΔs  

bluebells come from the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Felicity Year 6 



 

 

What a joy it was to be back in school after the Easter holiday and thank you to those 

of you who came to church on Easter Saturday to take part in the Easter Workshop. 

We’ve missed you, but trust you had a good break. 

  

In assembly this week Revd Tricia read the bible story about Jesus’ disciple, Thomas, 

who wanted proof before he would believe that Jesus had returned to them alive. 

Revd Tricia said it’s important to ask questions and to be curious, and that in doing 

so, we learn more, and grow not only as people, but as disciples. 

  

The students were invited to ask Revd Ginni and Revd Tricia questions about the 

Bible, about Jesus, about being a vicar, or anything else to do with Christian life, and 

there is a book outside Mrs Peddie’s office, where questions can be written down 

(anonymously or with a contact name). We hope you use it and promise to answer 

them all as best we can. 

  

Revd Tricia prayed for and with all the students and staff at the school, that if life gets 

a bit difficult, or when there are lots of questions, that God will give them strength 

to ask for help, and the resilience to persevere. 

 

With love,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Tricia 



 

 

Fidget Tools: Tools, Not Toys 
Just like a pencil helps us write and glasses help us see, fidget tools help some children’s bodies 

and brains to be ready for learning. Not all children need a fidget tool, and not all fidget tools 

work for every child. 

To make sure fidgets are helpful and not distracting, we carefully choose which ones are used in 

class. This means children can’t bring in a wide range of items from home, as not all fidgets are 

suitable for a classroom environment and will often cause more upset amongst peers. 

At St Ippolyts we prefer to use the word “tools” rather than “toys” because tools have a clear 

purpose. 

 

Why Are Fidget Tools Helpful? 

For some children, not all, sitting still and concentrating can be challenging. Fidget tools can: 

• Help children release excess energy in a quiet, controlled way 

• Improve focus and attention during lessons 

• Support emotional regulation and reduce anxiety 

 

When used correctly, fidget tools support learning rather than distract from it. Calling them tools 

helps everyone understand how they should be used: 

• Tools are used quietly and stay in hands, not in the air 

• Tools help learning, they are not for playing games or sharing 

• Tools are used when needed, not as a reward or a distraction 

 

If a fidget becomes distracting, it is no longer helping and may be removed or replaced with a 

more suitable tool. 

 

Working Together 

We appreciate your support in helping children understand that fidget tools are part of learning 

support, not playtime items. Our priority is keeping the classroom calm and focused for everyone, 

so only specific, agreed fidget tools that meet those needs will be permitted in classes. By sharing 

consistent language at school and at home, we can help children use these tools responsibly and 

effectively.  Please feel free to get in touch to discuss fidgets further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Stewart 
senco@stipps.herts.sch.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 
13th  INSET Day School closed to children  

14th  Summer Term begins  

15th  Little Recyclers clothing collection Bags on the green by 9am please 

16th  Allocations Day for Reception places 
2026 

 

20th  Little Stipps  

21st  Class 3 trip  

MAY 

1st  Class 2 Cake Day  

4th  Bank Holiday School closed 

8th  Class 2 Assembly  9.15am in the hall for Class 2 parents 

11th – 14th   Y6 SATs week   

15th  Class photos  

20th   Sports Day   

21st  PGL meeting for parents 6pm in the hall  

22nd  Finish for half term   

JUNE 
1st  Back to school  

1st – 5th  Summer assessments Y1,2,3,4,5  

5th  Class 1 Assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 1 parents 

12th – 15th   PGL Newby Wiske  Year 5 and 6 children 

15th  Little Stipps  

19th  Non Uniform day for summer fair 
donations 
Disco after school 

 

26th  PTA Summer Fair  3.30-5.30pm at the main field  

29th  PGL assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 5/6 parents 

JULY 

2nd  New parents information evening 6pm in the hall  

3rd  Class 1 Cake Day  

6th  KS2 Production - morning  

7th  KS2 Production - matinee  

8th  KS2 production – evening   

9th  Transition Day   

15th  Y6 Leavers Service in church 2pm & 
picnic 

All families welcome after school to round 
off the year at the school field – bring your 
own picnic etc! 

16th  End of term 2pm  

updated  


