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As we reach the February half-term break, we also reach the halfway point of the academic year
—it’s hard to believe how quickly the time has gone. With the lighter evenings returning, we are
all looking forward to brighter days and warmer playtimes ahead.

The weeks since Christmas have been extremely busy, and | would like to thank both staff and
pupils for their continued hard work and commitment. It has been a real pleasure to see the
progress the children are making in their learning.

Updated dates for next half-term can be found at the end of this week’s newsletter. School will
finish at the usual time of 3:15pm tomorrow, and the spring term will resume on Monday 23rd

February. Have a wonderful week and an enjoyable half-term break.

Safer Internet Day 2026 focuses on one of the biggest changes to the online world in recent
years: artificial intelligence (Al). From chatbots and search tools to image generators and smart
apps, Al is becoming part of everyday life for children and young people.

This year’s theme encourages everyone to think carefully about how Al is used online, helping
children to understand both its benefits and its risks. While Al can be a powerful tool for learning
and creativity, it also raises important questions around accuracy, privacy, online safety and
digital responsibility.

At school, we use Safer Internet Day to remind pupils how to stay safe, think critically about
what they see online, and make positive, responsible choices when using digital technology. We
also encourage open conversations at home about Al, online content and how to ask for help if
something doesn’t feel right.

See https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026 for lots of useful
information.
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PAPAYA

KS2 children took part in an engaging and informative session with PAPAYA last week. The talk
focused on the risks of screen addiction, the impact of excessive device use on sleep, wellbeing
and friendships, and practical strategies for creating healthier digital habits. The children were
encouraged to reflect on their own screen time, understand the importance of balance, and feel
confident making positive choices online and offline.
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STEM week 2026

The first week back after half term will be dedicated to all things STEM!
STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths, and
throughout the week pupils in every class will be developing their
investigative skills through hands-on activities. They will be exploring
ideas, experimenting, questioning, building and problem-solving as

STEM WEEK part of an exciting week of learning.

LOVE HEART

Today, Class 5 took part in a workshop with the Stevenage Sporting Futures Team as part of Love
Your Heart Month. During the session, pupils learned important life-saving skills, including CPR,
the recovery position, how to use a defibrillator, and how to respond in an emergency. Thank you
to Sporting Futures for providing this valuable learning experience for our Year 5 children.




Payments for Early Bird Club, School Meals & Uniform

We kindly remind you that payments for the Early Bird Club are due at the time of booking
and that ‘no-shows’ are not refundable unless your child is absent from school through illness.
If you need to cancel a booking, this must be done via the office, by 4pm the previous day,
otherwise the session will be payable.

If your child requires an item of uniform, please ensure payment is made via Arbor or in cash
before collection. For school meals, payments must be made in advance as per our agreement
with HCL. Please note that HCL requires us to withdraw meal service if a negative balance
exceeds -£20. We greatly appreciate your cooperation in keeping accounts up to date. If you
have any questions or need support regarding payments, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

SPRING ASSESSMENT WEEK & PARENT CONSULTATIONS

This term’s assessment week will take place in the week commencing Monday 9" March.

Please try to avoid absence and appointments in that week.
Parent consultations will then take place in the week commencing 23 March. We will be
offering face to face appointments in the hall on Monday 23™ March, or you may choose to have
a phone call or video meetings with your child’s teacher at other times.
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Brilliant Basketball!

A bi9 well done to the children who took part in the basketball
tournament this last week. They played brillian’tlg and won
their heat, taking them on to the finals after half term.

Congm’culations team!
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CLASS HS ASSemaLY

On Friday, it was Class 4’s assembly, the third class assembly of the year. It was a
phenomenal performance, and the rest of the school really enjoyed it.

Here is what Penny, a Class 4 pupil, says, “I think everyone did great on the whole,
especially doing the drumming and Mr. Andrews worked really hard. It was really
fun to practice and the twist at the end definitely made lots of people laugh.” I'm
still shocked about the unexpected ending.

Aswell as that twist at the end, the rest of the school got to watch class 4 make music
with cups, do bucket drumming and sing a song to Mr. Andrews’ guitar playing all
while delivering a funny, interesting and fact-filled performance! Let's have a look at
what a crowd member thinks, Alice says, “I really liked the assembly, and my
favourite part was the bucket drumming."

Well done class, the performance was amazing!

HAVE A NICE BREAK

This week is the last week of the half term and what a half term it’s been! With arts
week, class assemblies and lots of hard work, even though the coldest months of the
year. | look forward to writing in the new, hopefully warmer, half of the term!

fACT Of THE week
Around 71% of the
Earth is covered by

oceans
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Ash Wednesday Assembly

This week, in our assembly, we marked Ash Wednesday — which actually falls on
Weds 18 February this year, in half term. Ash Wednesday marks the start of the
church’s season of Lent, a time for reflection, prayer and turning away from the
things that stop us being our best selves. During the assembly the children explored
the customs and traditions surrounding Lent. We talked about Shrove Tuesday (or
pancake day), the night before Ash Wednesday, and the ingredients used in pancakes
— plus our favourite toppings obviously!! And we discussed why pancakes are
traditionally enjoyed before Lent begins. We also spoke about why the season of Lent
is so important for Christians and how we can all use the time of Lent to make positive
changes in our lives.

Traditionally, Christians come to church on Ash Wednesday and the priest marks the
sign of the cross on their foreheads in ash (often made by burning the previous year’s
palm crosses). This is done as a sign of the recipient's acknowledgement that they
wish to turn away (repent) from all that is keeping them from being who God called
them to be. If you would like to know more, please feel free to contact Revd Ginni
at revginni@gmail.com.

St lploolj’cs Church will be having their Ash Wednesday service on the

18th Febmarj at 7|om - everyone is welcome.

Additionally, there will be a Coffee Morning during Lent at st 1ppolyts
Parish Hall in Waterdell Lane from 10.30am - again, all are welcome
dand those with pre-school age children are welcome to bring them.

Rer Grinmi:
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Your mission is to discover an old book from a family
member’s past to read together. It could be your
grandma’s favourite story, a book your grown-up loved as
a child, or a long-forgotten treasure tucked away in a

relative’s loft!

Take a photgraph of you reading the book with your
family member and design a report to tell us a little about
your book and why it is special! The best, most creative
entries will win a prize so get creative and colourful with

your reports!

Thereis d £5 bOOk +0ken +0 be Wwon in
EACH CLASS! Pring YOUr entries by

Monday 23" February
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AND FIND YOUR NEXT FAVOURITE READ!
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All books subject to availability.

DISCOVER MORE BOOKS ONLINE!

yment at our Book Fair

se check with your school for the best way to pay for your books
You moy pay by card at the Fair via card reader maochines if
your school has one or by using the online payment link ot
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay and simply selecting
your school from the drop down menu.

Pre-paid gift vouchers are avoilable in £85, £10. £18, £20 ond
£25 Go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers to
buy vouchers for your child before the Fair.

f you can't attend the Fair in person, your child can order
books via a Wish List - please ask your school for details

HELP EARN FREE BOOKS

Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to
schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
as many children as possible have access to books that
support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
Book Fair, you help to moke a difference by supporting
literacy in your child's setting. Last year, with your help, we
gave over £5.3M worth of free books to schools nationwide,
which stocked school libraries and classrooms.

g

*Free books are subject 10 terms and condithans. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for detalls

Al books subgect to avallabiity. Book range may vary. 4 'Waming Not susable for chidren under 3. Small parts




A warm, supportive space for children, young
people, and their parents/carers to explore EBSA
together.

Monthly sessions are relaxed, collaborative,
and focused on emotional wellbeing,
confidence-building, and gentle school-
related support.

Thursday 26th February 2026
Location - The POD at Northfields Infant
Letchworth School
Run by Letchworth Family Support Team
Scan QR code for details and booking

Family Support
Team




