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This year, our Arts Days theme has been a Journey Across Europe.

The children have taken part in an exciting exploration of different European countries, learning
about their cultures, traditions and artistic heritage. Throughout the week, they have discovered
how art reflects life across Europe and have had the opportunity to try a wide range of creative
activities inspired by different countries. These included wet felting from Iceland, Italian ceramic
mosaics, Swedish screen printing and Danish knot work, to name just a few.
Alongside the wide range of arts activities, the children have also been developing their learning
through creative writing and geography too.

We will be creating an exhibition using the work produced during the week, which you will be
able to visit at our next Open Session on Monday 2™ February. In the meantime, please keep an
eye out for photographs on the school website and Facebook page!
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Class 4 Assemblg Friday 6th Febmarg 9.15am

Class 4 parents are warmly invited to come and watch the Class 4 assembly on Friday 6%
February. The assembly will start at 9.15am in the hall. If you have babies or pre-schoolers they
are very welcome to attend, all we ask is that you take them out if they are unsettled or making
noise. Please also note that we do not permit photographs or videos at class assemblies. We
hope you can come!

Oloen Session ~ Monday ond Febmarg 3.30-5.00pm

We do hope you can come along to the upcoming Open Session and that you will enjoy seeing
your child’s classroom, their books and teacher. You will also be able to see the ‘Journey through
Europe’ exhibition too. A reminder that these are informal ‘drop ins’, not a consultation, and you
do not need a set appointment.

Classes 3, 5, and 6: Use the Class 5/6 doors Classes 1, 2 and 4: Use the main entrance

Please be aware that buggies and prams cannot be brought into the building.

Advance notice for costume

plo\rming purposes!

. World Book Day is one of the highlights of the school
5eo\r at St I[oloolg’cs and this year it will take lolo\ce on
Thursday, Sth March.

/Everjone in school is invited to dress up as a favourite
" storybook character, and the children will take part
> in o morning fancy dress parade, with prizes awarded
for the most inventive or original costumes. The rest of
the day will be spent enjoying a variety of fun, book-

related activities - it's always a fantastic event!

YEAR 6 PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Thursday 12" February 2025 9.00am — 5.00pm

Bookings will open soon for Year 6 parent and child meetings with Miss Walker. These are for
both parents and children to attend together, to review progress towards their end of Y6 targets.
The meetings are taking place across the whole day and can be either face to face in school or
online video meetings. We will let you know in advance when bookings will open.

Please be aware that Miss Walker will only be offering meetings on this day and alternative
dates are not available. Many thanks.




CLASS 4 CAKE bAY
FRIDAY 30TH JANUARY 2026

Dear Class 4 parents,
The PTA are holding a cake sale on 30'™" January to raise funds for school. This time it is the turn
of Class 4 to each supply small cakes or biscuits to sell on the day. Please make sure that any
tins, plates or containers are clearly named.

We would be very grateful if you could donate 15 cakes for cake day, to ensure that we have
enough to go around & the children are not left disappointed. These cakes /biscuits can be
either homemade or bought. You may want to plan some kitchen time to make or decorate the
cakes with your child! PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL CAKES MUST BE NUT-FREE.

The cakes will be sold during the morning break to the whole of the school, any remaining
cakes will be sold outside school at home time. We hope that you will be able to support us
with this event, and we thank you in anticipation.

Thank you from The PTA

School Shoes Reminder

Please be reminded that school shoes must
be proper shoes, not black trainers.
Recently, we have noticed some children

wearing trainers, including styles such as Air
A quick reminder that our preloved uniform rails || Force 1s, which are not part of our uniform
in the main foyer are available for anyone who || policy. Please ensure that your child wears
needs school uniform items. These are free of || the correct school shoes each day. Many

charge, with an optional PTA donation for those || thanks.

who wish to contribute.

We are always grateful for donations of good- Pledse name uniform

quality items, including uniforms, PE kits, shoes, || We have accumulated a large amount of
and trainers. A special thank you to the parents || |ost property recently, much of which is
who continue to sort and wash the donations— || unnamed and therefore difficult to return
your help is invaluable! to its rightful owner. Please ensure that all
belongings, including school uniform, water
bottles, lunchboxes, and PE kits, are clearly
labelled with your child’s name. Thank you!

Please donate if you can, and feel free to take
what you need.

LONG HAIR (AND HEADLICE...)

We have had a few cases of headlice reported in school recently so please do check your child’s
hair regularly and treat where necessary. Hair that is tied back properly helps to prevent the
spread of headlice. There is useful advice and information about headlice on the NHS website:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

&%, PUPIL JOURNALIST
ARTS DAYS 2026 ¢

This year’s theme is ‘A journey through Europe’. Every class has focused on separate
countries and produced fantastic pieces of artwork. All the children in school really
enjoy this week - it is a chance to focus on new skills and explore new techniques.
From sewing, painting, sketching and more, there are a variety of masterpieces!

It has been an exciting first for the receptions and a memorable last for the Year 6s.
Throughout the years, class 6 children have done so many interesting pieces of
artwork and it’s hard to believe it’s the last. A lot of us have enjoyed this year’s topic
and remember ‘The Wild’ from last year fondly. This week has also brought back
earlier memories and stories that we have all talked about.

| want to add a massive thank you on behalf of all the children to the teachers and

support staff for planning and organising such brilliant activities.

fACT Of THE wWeekK
Did you know that pineapples take two years
to grow and in the 1700s pineapples were very
expensive status symbols costing the equivale '
of 6 thousand pounds in today's money
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Church News

In our assembly this week, we w ooking at the value of truthfulness and what
the Bible says about it. In St Paul's letter to the Ephesians, he wrote to his friends
there and gave them a very important rule for how to talk to one another. He didn’t
just say 'Tell the truth.' He said we must “speak the truth in love” Ephesians 4:15

We talked about why it is important not only to tell the truth, but to do it ‘with love’
or kindly. We also talked about how, once our words come out of our mouths, we
can’t take them back and so sometimes, when we have something to say, it might
be good to see if our words pass three ‘tests’:

Test 1 - Ask yourself, is it true?
Test 2 — Ask yourself, is it kind?
Test 3 — Ask yourself, is it necessary?
If our words pass all three tests, then we may well be ‘speaking the truth in love’.

COME TO OUR CHRISTINGLE!

Our Christingle service this year is in St Ippolyts Church on Sunday 1st
February at 9.150m.

It's a joyful and informal service lasting around 30 minutes and we
offer a lovely breakfast of croissants, pain au chocolat, fruit and
coffee/tea/squash afterwards - no charge!

We talk about what the Christingle means and

our collection goes to the Children’s Society to

help with their valuable work with young people.

Everyone is welcome! 'QW v
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Monday 9t February 2026

3.15-5|Dm £5 per child

N/ D

Movie and Munch takes place in classrooms with the teachers.
All children will be provided with a drink and snack whilst
enjoying watching their film.

Book online: www.pta-events.co.u </s’ci!o!os

Bookings open today at 5pm and will close at the end of the
day on Thursday 5 February; we will not be able to accept
any bookings after this date.

Class 1 & 2 movie: Madagascar
Class 3 & 4 movie: Back to the outback

Class 5 & 6 movie: Wallace & Gromit

At the end of the session, children will be dismissed by teachers at

their usual collection points. If you have children in more than one

class attending, teachers will supervise your child until you get from
one collection point to another.

If your child is in Year 5 or 6 and usually walks home, please let
the class teachers know what the arrangements will be for
collection or walking after Movie and Munch. Many thanks



http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stipps

