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On Tuesday we held our annual Carol Service in church; Young Worship told the Christmas
story while Class 2 showed us their wonderful drama and dance skills as they acted the
nativity. The classes sang Christmas songs during the telling of the story and the choir gave a
beautiful performance too. It was a really lovely service, well done everyone.
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ADVENT WEEK 3

In collective worship on Monday,
we lit the third candle on our
advent wreath, the pink candle of
joy. We talked about all the parts
of Christmas that bring us joy and
how we can bring joy to others
through our words and actions

during the festive season

We also watched a lovely story -
‘The Grumpy Owl and the Joy of
Christmas’ published by the
Church of England. You can find it
on You Tube.

Christmas

Dinner!

An enormous thank
you to our school
catering team for
providing a delicious
Christmas Dinner for
everyone yesterday.
It was a wonderful
atmosphere of festive
feasting!

Thank you to Year 6
for creating the most
fabulous table
decorations and for
hosting our school
governors so well.
Thank you also to the
PTA for providing
lemonade and
crackers.
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Staff news

As we come to the end of term, we say a fond farewell to Mrs Boultbee, who is leaving us after
more than five years as a Learning Support Assistant. We wish her every success and happiness
in her new role.

We are also pleased to welcome Miss Stewart, who will be joining us as a Learning Support
Assistant after Christmas. We look forward to her becoming part of our school team.

We would also like to share arrangements for Miss Ingle’s maternity leave. Miss Ingle will be
leaving us at February half term, and we are delighted to say that Mrs McCabe will be returning
to Class 1. Many of our children and families will remember Mrs McCabe well, and we are thrilled
to welcome her back to the St Ippolyts team next year.

Attendance Letters

Tomorrow, attendance letters will be coming home for children whose attendance is currently
falling below expectations.

We completely understand that during the winter months many children experience coughs,
colds, and other ilinesses, and we appreciate how challenging this can be for families. At the same
time, we have a duty to keep parents informed about attendance levels and to support children
in attending school as regularly as possible.

The expectation for attendance is 95%. Attendance below 90% is classed nationally as ‘persistent
absence’, and this can have a significant impact on a child’s learning, progress, and sense of
belonging at school.

If you receive a letter and would like to discuss your child’s attendance or need support, please
do not hesitate to contact the school — we are here to work with you.

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child to attend, learn, and thrive.

Milk orders for Spring 2026

If you wish to order milk for your child for January 2026, please visit the
DairyLink website www.dairylink-uk.com . The price for Spring term will be
£18.36 (for over 5s). The deadline for ordering milk for your child to receive
milk the first week of the Spring term is Monday 29th December at 1.00pm.

A reminder thatterm finishe s
at the earlier time of 2pm

tomorrow
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THE THIRD cANDLE ON OUR AbvenT WReATH

The third candle on our Advent wreath represents joy. Its pink color signifies
rejoicing as Christmas nears, representing the shepherds’ joyful announcement of
Jesus’ birth. Also, some traditions link to John the Baptist.

THE LeARNING Of CLASS H

In class 4 they have been watching a short video called “Treasure” and the work
that has been showcased on the golden chair is a diary entry in the character of
Esther, the main character. This is what the golden chair pupil says, “One morning
Esther woke up to the sound of her home being destroyed and we wrote about
what Esther should do. It was really fun writing this diary entry because we didn’t
have to follow any instructions when writing.”

THE LeARNING OFf CLASS 2

The learning that class 2 has been doing which earned a place on the golden chair
has been working on using adjectives in sentences to describe a noun.

fFACT Of THE week

Did you know originally in Gavle, Sweden, the yule goat was a helper animal for
Father Christmas and would bring presents for the children. Once a straw model of
a goat was made and burnt down at new year’s eve so now a tradition of burning a
straw goat has become a part of that town’s history.

Merry Christmas everyor

Thanks to everyone who read my articles thi
-. | hope you enjoy them!
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An Advent P tayety
God of light and hops,
look upon ws in love,
and fill us with the Spirit of Jesus i
thag we may love you and serve yow in your kingdom.
Protect us during this week
and keep us watchful in pgayer
as we awaitcthe coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
who is the light of the world, X 0
and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Thank you!

As we come to the end of a very busy and rewarding term, we would like to say

a huge thank you to everyone who has supported our school community. Our
dedicated staff have worked tirelessly, our governors have given invaluable
9uio(omce, and our parents and PTA have shown incredible generosity and

support throughout the term. It has been a term filled with laughter, love and
learning, and we are so proud of all that has been achieved together for our
amazing children. We would like to wish you all a fabulous Christmas spent
with your loved ones, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back in the

new year, refreshed and ready for the term ahead.




ST IPPOLYTS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

RECEPTION ADMISSIONS FOR
SEPTEMBER 2026

fipply oulivie by
15" Javuary 2026

CONTACTUS TO BOOK ATOUR

We really look forward to meeting you!
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East and North
Hertfordshire Teaching

Is your child | 4
poorly this

winter? |

Don't ask ‘Dr. Google” first. - QECONNECT AND T H\ﬂ\'e

Understand common symptoms |
in children and where to
access care with our

Understanding and supporting Emotionally
Based Scheol Avoidance.

A warm, supportive space for children, young
people, and their parents/carers to explore EBSA

symptom checker 7
this winter. j \ e together.

Monthly sessions are relaxed, collaborative,
and focused on emotional wellbeing,
confidence-building, and gentle school-
related support.

Thursday 22™ January 2026
Location - The POD at Northfields Infant
Letchworth School
{ «\ Run by Letchworth Family Support Team
\ Scan QR code for details and booking




SCHOOL
FUNDRAISING

e Good lity clean clothi
(adurf?(:h:lydrens. baby)“g
* Shoes (paired)

:a:g:& scarves

o Belts
e Fashion accessories

* Swimwear, lingerie
. dewe\lery
e Perfumes

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL BY GIVING
AWAY YOUR UNWANTED CLOTHES
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& FREE to
* attend, starts

September
2025

Half termly ‘stay and play’
sessions in the school hall for parents
with babies and toddlers.

A 1.30pm - 3.00pm
e i
&

12th January 2026 You don’t have to

Activities Include: 2nd March 2026 have a Ch“d at the
Storytime and singing 20th April 2026 $Ch°°‘, evemone .s

Arts and crafts

Toys and play 15th June 2026 welcome!

Tea and chat for grown ups!

Contact Us:
St Ippolyts CE Primary School
S Ashbrook Lane, St Ippolyts SG4 7PB
’ 01462 432080




Information

JANUARY
5th INSET Day
6t Spring Term begins
7t PTA Little Recyclers collection Bags on the village green by 9am please
12t After school clubs start
12t Little Stipps
19-23" Arts Week
30t Class 4 Cake Day
gnd Open Session 3.30-5.00pm, no appointment needed
eth Class 4 Assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 4 parents
gth Movie and Munch
12t Y6 Parent & Child Consultations | All day
13t Finish for half term Usual time of 3.15pm
23 Back to school

2379 - 27" | STEM Week

MARCH

2nd Little Stipps

3rd Young Worship Trip Details to follow

gth World Book Day Costume needed!

6t Class 3 Cake Day

gth _ q3th ASSESSMENT WEEK Years 1-6, avoid absence please
13th Class 3 Assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 3 parents
20 Red Nose Day

23" - 27" | Parent Consultations

26" Easter Service

27 End of term 2pm




Term dates
2026 — 2027

AUTUMN TERM 2026

15tand 2" September

INSET Dgs, no school for children

3r9September

Autumn term begins for children

26t — 30" October

Half term week

18" December

END OF TERM 2pm

SPRING TERM 2027

4™ January

INSET Day, no school for children

5% January

Spring term begins for children

15t — 19t February

Half term week

25% March END OF TERM 2pm

SUMMER TERM 2027
12" April INSET Day, no school for children
13% April Summer term begins for children

315t May — 4" June

Half term week

20t July END OF TERM 2pm
215 July INSET Day, no school for children
22 July Occasional DaySchool closed to staff & children

ALL CHILDREN ARE REQUIRED TO BE IN SCHOOL UNTQ"2hry @0Z.
No absencdor any reasorwill be authorised at the end of the summer term

Very occasionally, term dates and INSET days may need to be changed. We will notify parents well in
advance should this be the case. Holidays should not be taken during term time; such absences will
not be authorised. This includes days ‘tagged on’ to the beginning and end of school terms; these
absences will also not be authorised



