
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 21: Thursday 13th February 2025 

 
 
 

 

The February half-term break marks the halfway point of the academic year – it hardly seems 

possible that we’re here already! It’s been lovely to see the lighter evenings returning, and we’re 

definitely looking forward to some warmer playtimes. The past few weeks since Christmas have 

been busy, with everyone working incredibly hard. It has been especially wonderful to see the 

progress the children are making in their learning. 

Updated dates for next half-term are included at the end of this week’s newsletter. Tomorrow, 

we finish at the usual time of 3:15pm, and the spring term resumes on Monday 24th February. 

Have a fantastic week!        

 

     SPEAK OUT. STAY SAFE. 
Over the last couple of weeks, we have been taking part in the  
NSPCC’s Speak Out, Stay Safe programme which has included  
online assemblies, class discussions and workshops. Please see below for  
more supporting information and resources which you might find helpful.  
 

Parent/Carer support 
Take a look at information, support, 
advice and activities from NSPCC for 

parent and carers. 
www.nspcc.org.uk/parents 

Activities to extend learning at home 
Take part in games and activities at home to 
help children learn about speaking out and 

staying safe. 
www.nspcc.org.uk/activities 

 

Online Safety Hub 
For information on a range of different 
online safety topics including gaming, 
social media, sharing images, parental 

controls and more. 
www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety 

 

Childline – under 12’s 
Childline have an accessible website with 

advice, support, games and activities. Children 
can change the language, enlarge text and also 

listen to the content. 
www.childline.org.uk/buddy (5-7) 
www.childline.org.uk/kids (7-11) 

Talk PANTS with your children  
Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep children safe from sexual abuse. From P 

through to S, each letter of PANTS provides simple but important messages. Download the 
free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/pants 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dekeur.com%2Ffollow-us-on-facebook%2F&psig=AOvVaw16xsNbvH3PcuRFWVddjn6g&ust=1586420738294000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPie0Piz2OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAz
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/parents
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.childline.org.uk/buddy
http://www.childline.org.uk/kids
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/pants


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Too good to be true? 
This year, Safer Internet Day took place on Tuesday, and the theme was ‘Too Good to Be True?’ 

– a topic that encouraged us all to think critically about what we see, hear, and share online. 

The internet is an amazing place, full of opportunities to learn, connect, and have fun. But not 

everything we see online is as it seems. From fake news to online scams, misleading 

advertisements to too-good-to-be-true deals, it was more important than ever to develop the 

skills to spot the difference between fact and fiction. 

As part of Safer Internet Day, the children took part in activities and discussions to help them 

stay informed about online safety. We covered topics such as: 

¶ How to spot fake news and misinformation – Understanding how information is spread 

and checking reliable sources. 

¶ Recognising online scams – Learning how scammers operate and how to stay protected. 

¶ The dangers of sharing personal information – Knowing when and what to share safely 

online. 

¶ The impact of social media filters and unrealistic portrayals – Discussing how edited 

images and exaggerated content can affect our perceptions and self-esteem. 

We encourage all families to take part in this important conversation at home. A great way to 

start was by asking yourself: If something online looked too good to be true, could it be a trick? 

For more information on Safer Internet Day and tips on staying safe online, visit 

www.saferinternet.org.uk  

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Baby on the way!  
I am delighted to share some wonderful news with you all—Mrs. 

Thain is expecting her first baby, due this summer. I’m sure you will 

join me in sending our love and best wishes to Mrs. Thain and her 

husband during this special time. We will soon begin the process of 

recruiting a teacher to cover Mrs. Thain’s maternity leave and will 

keep you updated on our plans. Congratulations, Mrs. Thain! 

 SPRING ASSESSMENT WEEK & PARENT CONSULTATIONS 
This term’s assessment week will take place in the week commencing Monday 10th March. 

Please try to avoid absence and appointments in that week. 
Parent consultations will then take place in the week commencing 24th March. We will be 

offering face to face appointments in the hall on Monday 24th March, or you may choose to have 

a phone call or video meetings with your child’s teacher at other times.  

Payments for Early Bird Club, School Meals & Uniform 

We kindly remind you that payments for the Early Bird Club are due at the time of booking 

and that ‘no-shows’ are not refundable unless your child is absent from school through illness. 

If you need to cancel a booking, this has to be done via the office, by 4pm the previous day, 

otherwise the session will be payable.  

If your child requires an item of uniform, please ensure payment is made via Arbor or in cash 

before collection. For school meals, payments must be made in advance as per our agreement 

with HCL. Please note that HCL requires us to withdraw meal service if a negative balance 

exceeds -£20. We greatly appreciate your cooperation in keeping accounts up to date. If you 

have any questions or need support regarding payments, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

School Ties Reminder 
A reminder that the elasticated ties are for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 

2 only. From Year 3, children should be wearing the traditional tie. Thank you. 

World Book Day is one of the highlights of the school year at St 
Ippolyts and this year takes place on Thursday 6th March. We are 

looking forward to seeing everyone’s costumes! 

 



Understanding Types of Absence 

Any absence affects the routine of a child’s schooling and regular absence will seriously affect their learning journey and 

ability to progress. Any pupil’s absence or late arrival disrupts teaching routines and so may affect the learning of others 

in the same class. Ensuring a child’s regular attendance at school is a parental responsibility and allowing absence from 

school, without a good reason, creates an offence in law and may result in prosecution. 

Every half-day absence from school has to be classified by the school (not by the parent), as either authorised or 

unauthorised. This is why information about the cause of any absence is always required. Each half-day is known as a 

‘session’. 

Authorised absences are morning or afternoon sessions away from school for a genuine reason such as illness (although 

you may be asked to provide medical evidence for your child before this can be authorised), medical or dental 

appointments which unavoidably fall in school time, emergencies or other unavoidable cause. 

Unauthorised absences are those which the school does not consider reasonable and for which no ‘leave’ has been 

granted. This type of absence can lead to the school referring to the Local Authority for penalty notices and/or legal 

proceedings.  

Unauthorised absence includes, (however this list is not exhaustive): 

• parents/carers keeping children off school unnecessarily e.g. because they had a late night or for non-infectious 

illness or injury that would not affect their ability to learn. 

• absences which have never been properly explained. 

• children who arrive at school after the close of registration are marked using a ‘U’. This indicates that they are in 

school for safeguarding purposes, however, is counted as an absence for the session. 

• shopping trips. 

• looking after other children or children accompanying siblings or parents to medical appointments. 

• their own or family birthdays. 

• holidays taken during term time, not deemed ‘for exceptional purposes’ by the headteacher, including any 

arranged by other family members or friends. 

• day trips.  

• other leave of absence in term time which has not been agreed. 

 

Persistent Absenteeism (PA) and Severe Absenteeism (SA) 

A pupil is defined by the Government as a ‘persistent absentee’ when they miss 10% or more schooling across the school 

year for any reason; this can be authorised or unauthorised absence. Absence at this level will cause considerable 

damage to any pupil’s education and we need the full support and co-operation of parents to resolve this. All pupils who 

have attendance levels of 90% or below are considered to be a persistent absentee. 

A pupil who has missed 50% or more schooling is defined by the Government as ‘severely absent’.  Pupils within this 

cohort may find it more difficult to be in school or face bigger barriers to their regular attendance and, as such, are 

likely to need more intensive support. 

(Extract from Attendance Policy September 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 95.6% 

Year 1 96.3% 

Year 2 95.4% 

Year 3 92.2% 

Year 4 98.4% 

Year 5 98.3% 

Year 6 89.7% 

Whole school 94.7% 

 

Well 
done 
Y4 & 
Y5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children will be given a paper plate to bring 

5<:2!A<:<??<Dw!@<!F<B!1<;yA!;221!A<!4<!.;1!/BF!any !  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Netball last Friday 

_ƝŨ ƥǅƠĬ ƥŷŨĬ ŷĿ ǒŷǅ Šŭŷǐ ƵœúƵ šúƥƵ YƠŖĢúǒğ ú ĿĬǐ ŷšĢĬƠ ĖœŖšĢƠĬŭ ǐĬŭƵ Ƶŷ 
a netball tournament against Ickleford, and played two matches against 
them. Our school won both matches, and everybody is very proud of 
themselves. Despite the bad weather that may have made winning more 
challenging, the B team won with an amazing 5 -0, and the A team did 
better yet, with an outstanding 18 -0. One student in year six scored an 
impressive 3 goals, meanwhile another one scored an even higher 5 
goals! One of the children wœŷ ǐĬŭƵ Ƶŷ ƵœŖƥ ĬǏĬŭƵ ƥúŖĢ ƚFǏĬƠǒČŷĢǒ ǐúƥ 
úŨúǖŖŭŊğ úŭĢ ǐĬ úƠĬ úšš ǏĬƠǒ ƌƠŷǅĢ ŷĿ ŷǅƠƥĬšǏĬƥĽƛ 

 

9šúƥƥ ŅƝƥ úƥƥĬŨČšǒ 

_ Šŭŷǐ ƵœúƵ ĬǏĬƠǒŷŭĬ ƥǅƠĬšǒ ĬŭşŷǒĬĢ 9šúƥƥ ŅƝƥ úƥƥĬŨČšǒ ŷŭ YƠŖĢúǒ ǐœŖĖœ 
ǐúƥ úšš úČŷǅƵ ú ƌŷƌǅšúƠ ČŷŷŠ ĖúššĬĢ ƜƵœĬ Čŷǒ ǐœŷ ČŖŠĬĢ ƵœĬ ǐŷƠšĢƝƑ _Ƶ ǐúƥ 
definitely something to be proud of for year 4 because it was an 
assembly to remember! Here are some of the things that people said 
about the assembly: 

! ƥƵǅĢĬŭƵ ĿƠŷŨ ǒĬúƠ ƥŖǑ ƥúŖĢğƛ_ thought the solo was really cool and 

ŖŨƌƠĬƥƥŖǏĬĽƛ  

!ŭŷƵœĬƠ ĖœŖšĢ ĿƠŷŨ ǒĬúƠ ƥŖǑ ƥúŖĢğƛ_Ƶ ǐúƥ ǏĬƠǒ ŖŭƵĬƠúĖƵŖǏĬğ ƵœĬ ƥƌĬúŠŖŭŊ 
ǐúƥ ǏĬƠǒ ĖšĬúƠ úŭĢ ƵœĬ ƥŷŭŊ ǐúƥ ŊƠĬúƵĽƛ 

ÍœĬ šúƥƵ ƌĬƠƥŷŭ Ƶŷ ĖŷŨŨĬŭƵ ŷŭ ƵœĬ úƥƥĬŨČšǒ ƥúŖĢğƛ_ ƠĬúššǒ šŖŠĬĢ úšš ƵœĬ 

ĿúĖƵƥ úČŷǅƵ ĖŷǅŭƵƠŖĬƥ ǐœŖĖœ ǐĬƠĬ ƠĬúššǒ ŖŭƵĬƠĬƥƵŖŭŊ Ƶŷ œĬúƠĽƛ  

Everybody was really impressed with the assembly and I personally 
would love to see it again and I bet everybody else wants to see it again 
too! 

 
 

Indoor Athletics  

Last Thursday, some pupils from year 5 and 6 went to Barnwell Upper 
School, and played an indoor athletics tournament with multiple other 
schools. They all had a great time, and although they came last, they are 
all very proud of themselves. One of the students who went to the event 
ƥúŖĢ ƚ _ ƠĬúššǒ ĬŭşŷǒĬĢ ƵœĬ ĬǏĬŭƵğ úŭĢ ǐĬ Ũúǒ œúǏĬ ĖŷŨĬ šúƥƵğ ČǅƵ ǐĬ úšš 
ƵƠŖĬĢ ŷǅƠ ČĬƥƵ úŭĢ œúĢ ú ŊƠĬúƵ ƵŖŨĬƛ YŷƠ ĬǏĬƠǒČŷĢǒ ǐœŷ ǐĬŭƵğ ǒou 
ƥœŷǅšĢ ČĬ ǏĬƠǒ ƌƠŷǅĢ ŷĿ ǒŷǅƠƥĬšǏĬƥĽ _ƝŨ ƥǅƠĬ ǒŷǅ úšš ĢŖĢ úŨúǖŖŭŊšǒĽ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2025 updated dates  
 

Date Event Information 

FEBRUARY 
24th  Back to school  

24th – 28th  STEM week  

27th & 28th  Book Fair in hall Before and after school 

MARCH 
4th  Shrove Tuesday   

5th  Y6 Love your Heart  

6th  World Book Day! Costume needed! 

7th  PTA Quiz Night   

10th – 14th     ASSESSMENT WEEK  Years 1-6, avoid absence please  

17th  PTA Spring Crafts Session  After school  

21st  Class 3 Assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 3 parents 

23rd  Royal Albert Hall Music Gala   

24th – 28th    Parent Consultations Face to face appointments available on Monday 24th.  

28th Class 3 Cake Day  

APRIL 
3rd  Easter Service  

4th  End of term 2pm  

22nd  INSET Day School closed to children  

23rd  Summer Term begins  

MAY 

5th  Bank Holiday School closed 

9th  Class 2 Assembly  9.15am in the hall for Class 2 parents 

12-15th  Y6 SATs week   

16th  Class 2 Cake Day   

21st  Sports Day   

22nd  PGL meeting for parents 6pm in the hall  

23rd  Finish for half term   

JUNE 
2nd  Back to school  

2nd – 13th  Summer assessments Y1,2,3,4,5  

6th – 9th  PGL Bawdsey Manor Year 5 and 6 children 

13th  Class 1 Assembly 9.15am in the hall for Class 1 parents 

20th  PGL assembly 9.15am in the hall for PGL parents 

20th  Class 1 Cake Day   

JULY 

3rd  New parents information evening 6pm 

4th  PTA Summer Fair  3.30-5.30pm 

7th and 8th  KS2 Production - matinee  

9th  KS2 production – evening   

10th  Transition Day   

17th  Y6 Leavers Service in church 2pm  

18th  End of term 2pm  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


