
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 20: Thursday 6th February 2025 

 

A huge thank you to all the parents and 

families who joined us for our spring term 

Open Session on Monday.  

 

We loved welcoming you into school and 

hope you enjoyed looking through the 

children’s books, chatting with staff, and 

exploring the fabulous ‘Wild’ exhibition.  

 

It was wonderful to see so many of you 

sharing in your child’s learning; lots of the 

children seemed delighted to show you 

round!  We hope you found the session 

useful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 5 had an amazing opportunity to take part in a workshop with the Stevenage Sporting 

Futures Team as part of ‘Love Your Heart Month’. During the session, they learned vital life-saving 

skills, including CPR, the recovery position, how to use a defibrillator, and how to respond in an 

emergency. A huge thank you to Sporting Futures for this invaluable experience for our Year 5 

children! 

An opportunity to 

meet Yuval Zommer in 

London this weekend!  

Visit 

https://www.steppingi

ntostories.org/event-

details-

registration/yuval-

zommer-wild-for-age-

4 for more details or 

follow the link on our 

Facebook page. 
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Well done  
again Y2! 

This week’s attendance 
Reception 93.9% 

Year 1 95.8% 

Year 2 97.7% 

Year 3 92.2% 

Year 4 88.4% 

Year 5 96.1% 

Year 6 93.9% 

Whole school 94.5% 

 

Reminder: Year 5 & 6 Arrival Time 
Just a reminder that children in Year 5 and Year 6 should not be arriving at school too early, as 

there is no supervision before the doors open at 8:45 am. 
 

Until this time, children remain the responsibility of their parents or carers. For their safety, we 

kindly ask that they do not arrive unsupervised before 8:45am, many thanks. 

School Sports kits loaned for events 
Please remember to bring sports kits back as soon as possible after an event (freshly washed, 

please!) We need them regularly for matches and competitions and sometimes have a short 

turnaround to have them sorted and issued to the next child. Thanks for your help. 

Term time holidays & unauthorised absence 
We strongly advise against taking children out of school for holidays during term time. However, 

we genuinely appreciate your honesty if you choose to do so. 

The decision to authorise or unauthorise an absence rests solely with the headteacher, 

regardless of the reason provided by parents. If there is evidence to suggest that a child was 

on holiday rather than unwell, the absence will not be authorised and may still result in a penalty 

notice. 

 

There have been occasions where children, upon their return, excitedly share details of their 

holiday, despite being reported as unwell. This places us in a difficult position when we suspect 

that parents have not been truthful. It also sets a poor example for children, as it teaches them 

that dishonesty is acceptable. While we strongly discourage term-time holidays, we would 

greatly appreciate openness and honesty regarding any planned absences. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Influences and Inappropriate 
Language in School 

Unfortunately, we have seen a concerning trend among some of our Year 5 and 6 pupils, where 

there have been incidents of children using inappropriate language and terminology in school.  
 

Upon investigation, it appears that many of these phrases are being picked up from social media 

platforms such as TikTok and YouTube, which they are accessing at home. In some cases, older 

siblings have also been a source of these expressions. 
 

We understand that children are naturally curious, and the online world is an unavoidable part 

of their lives. However, much of the content on these platforms is not age-appropriate, and 

children can easily be exposed to harmful or inappropriate material without realising it. 
 

We strongly encourage all parents to be particularly vigilant about their children’s internet use, 

ensuring that they are only accessing age-appropriate content and are not using social media 

apps that they are too young for.  There is a lot of information on our school website to help 

parents be fully aware of e-safety issues: https://www.stipps.herts.sch.uk/online-safety/  
 

Thank you for your support in helping us create a positive and respectful school environment 

for all our pupils. 

https://www.stipps.herts.sch.uk/online-safety/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil case reminders  
Please ensure that children do not bring felt tips or gel pens in their pencil cases, as these are not 

permitted for use in exercise books. When these are needed for artwork, class supplies will be 

provided. However, coloured pencils are required for lessons. 

 

Additionally, children should not bring novelty stationery items such as erasable pens, scented 

erasers, oversized items, glitter pens, etc. Pencil cases should be small enough to fit in classroom 

drawers—some children are bringing very large cases (sometimes more than one!), which take up 

too much space when left around the classroom. 

 

Novelty stationery often causes distractions, particularly when children start swapping or 

misplacing items.  Thank you for you cooperation        

Save the date!  
The spring 

Book Fair is 
coming soon! 
27th and 28th 

February  

Class 4 Cake 
Day raised 
£110.50!  

Thank you 
everyone! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collective Worship Teaches Us How to 
Save Electricity 

 

In collective worship, we talked about the importance of saving 
electricity and how small changes can make a big difference. We 
started by thinking about all the things in our school and homes that 
use electricity, like lights, TVs, computers, and chargers. We realised 
that a lot of the time, we leave things switched on when we don't 
actually need them! One of the easiest ways to save electricity is by 
turning off the lights when we leave the room and making sure we 
unplug chargers when they are not in use.  We also learned that 
leaving things on standby still uses electricity, so it's better to switch 
them off completely.  

 We discussed how saving electricity is good for the environment. 
Did you know, 33% of electricity comes from fossil fuels, which 
release harmful gasses that contribute to pollution and climate 
change? By using less electricity, we can protect the planet f or 
future generations. At the end of the collective worship, we were all 
challenged to make one small change to save electricity, whether it's 
switching off a light, using less screen time, or turning things off at 
the plug. Everyone agreed that little act ions add up, and together, we 
make a big impact in helping to save energy and look after our 
world.       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Badminton  
On Thursday, 4 children from class 5 & 

6 went to a badminton tournament at 

Barnwell upper school. They played six 

games and won all of them. But overall 

they just missed out on the win and 

came 2nd based on points scored. We 

spoke to Alba who said “We all played 

very well and it was very fun.” Well 

Done Everyone! 

By Emily 

Sportshall Athletics  

On Tuesday some girls and boys from class 5 and 6 went to Barnwell Upper School to take part 
in an indoor athletics tournament. The girls and boys finished 6th and all did amazing!  
We spoke to Poppy from class 5 who said  
“It was really fun, and we all did really well.” They did events such as standing long jump, 
speed bounce, vertical jump, and lots of other relays.  Congratulations everyone!  

by Emily and Freya 

 

Girls Football 
On Monday, our girls football team played Wilshere-Dacre 

school in a league fixture. They unfortunately lost 6-1. We spoke 

to Emily in Class 5 this is what she said  

"It was a hard game, but everyone did very well”. Well done to 

everybody who played in the match. By Tabby 
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