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4 1«& THANK YOU to everyone who helped to
N— ) )
| make our Christmas Fair such a success!
*%y

! W‘% W m g " Whether you donated items, helped to
T set up, manned a stall,

CHRISTMAS FAIR
:' * spent your money... we are so grateful

e RAISED AN AMAZING *
: for your support!
*
' A VERY special thank you to the PTA
Thank you so much for all Chair, Marta Casero, and her fantastic
* % your support g team who has worked tirelessly for
a e s
ey e o weeks to ensure the event ran so
t*** smoothly.

THANK YOU to our sponsors! °
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Inflatable Santa's Grotto
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for life’s great moves sponsored by Jarvis
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Class 1 Nativity [EIERVONE,

" LOVES A BARy).
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By the time you read this, Class 1 will have just performed
their Nativity, ‘Everyone Loves a Baby’ for their families.
They have done so well with fantastic singing and big voices
and we do hope all the Class 1 families enjoyed it as much as
we did!

A big thank you to everyone who came along to watch, and
especially to Miss Ingle, Mrs Hoar and Mrs Holmes, for all
their hard work to make it so lovely. A special mention to

the Year 6 narrators who helped out — thank you Y6!
Keep an eye on the school website for photographs soon A T T

HELEN JORNSON
SCRIPT BY SUE LANGWASE
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LocalCarol
Singing
The children in Choir and
Young Worship were out
and about spreading
festive cheer with some
carol singing last week.
They visited Iris Court and
Sloe Hill care homes to
sing some of our favourite
Christmas songs.
Afterwards they enjoyed
some refreshments whilst
chatting with the
residents. We are so

proud of them, they
definitely spread some

Christmas happiness

ADVENT WEEK

In Collective Worship on Monday we lit the second candle on our Advent
wreath which represents PEACE. We talked about what peace means,
what it looks like and what it feels like. We have also been really enjoying
Rev Tricia coming into school to lead Worship with us during Advent.
Thank you Rev Tricia!

Reception places 2@

Parents wishing to apply for a Reception place commencing September 2025 are reminded that
the deadline for applications is 15" January 2025.

Copies of our SIF (Supplementary Information Form) can be collected from the office or
downloaded from the school website. Please note that applications MUST be done using the
Hertfordshire online system as well as our paper form.

PE kits Pencilcases

All PE kits will soon be coming home || At the end of term, we will be sending children’s
for washing over the holidays. Thank || Pencil cases home. Please remember to bring them
you for making sure that your child || back at the start of term. If children have any new
has kit suitable for indoors and || stationery items over Christmas, please could you
outdoors. Please bring PE kits back || make sure they are named to avoid any upset if things

on the first day of term in January. get misplaced. Thank you!




Carol Service

Next week we will be holding our annual Carol Service in
church. Young Worship will be narrating and Class 2 children
are acting the Christmas Story. The service will be
interspersed by some of our favourite Christmas Carols and
songs. Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents along
to our church services because we fill the whole building!
However, we will take some photographs for you.
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Thursday 19 December

Class parties take place in the afternoon, but children may wear a non-uniform party outfit to
school that day as long as it is suitable for normal school activities in the morning. Please also
ensure your child has appropriate footwear and a warm coat to wear for the day as they will still
be playing outside as normal.

Party food and drink contributions (nut free) should be brought in on the Thursday morning.

C5 Cake Day tomorrow!

Instead of a morning snack tomorrow, children from all classes can bring a small amount of
money to buy a cake or two. Cakes are 25p each, so please provide coins in a clearly named
purse or envelope. Any cakes left over will be sold at hometime by the main doors.

Thank you to Class 5 for supplying the cakes!

End of term
Early finish 2pm

A reminder that term finisheson
Friday 20" Decembeat the earlier

Today isthe last day to time of 2pm.

order a Christmas Dinner! The Spring Term begins ofuesday
7™ January 2025.




Thank you for
supporting the
PTA fundraising
events

It has been a busy
term of activities
with Movie and
Munches, cake days
Christmas Crafts
and of course the
amazing Christmas

you especially to all
the parents who
volunteer!
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This week's article by our pupil journalist Amy

Everyone loves a baby

As you may know, children in class one have been preparing for their
§jdo~2{]|f] ~o T. j%-~]] =~"]J« ] )]
Thursday 12th December.
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looking forward to this very much. Everyone knows you will be amazing, class
one, and good luck!

What is peace?

This week in collective worship, we lit a candle that represented peace. We tc
a moment to think about what peace really means.

11 j ] f | something yeuRBwish for, it is something you make, something yc
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peace be with you.




atte n d a n Ce A reminder of the new
attendance ruleson
E RS unauthorised absence&
- penalty notices

4 ™
Penalty Notice Fines for Hert,o,.ﬁim
School Attendance are
changing!

& J

With the introduction of the new Department of Education (DfE) National Framework for
Penalty Notices, the following changes will come into force for Penalty Notice Fines issued
after 19th August 2024,

Per Parent, Per Child

Penalty Notice Fines are issued to each parent, for each child that was absent. For example: 3
siblings absent for term time leave, would result in each parent receiving 3 separate fines.

Parent refers to anyone with parental responsibility and may include carers, step-parents,
grandparents or any other adult with parental responsibility.

National Threshold

There will be a single consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be
considered by all schools in England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of
unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 school week period. These sessions do not have to
be consecutive and can be made up of a combination of any type of unauthorised absence.
The 10-school week period can span different terms or school years.

First Offence
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for term time leave of absence or unauthorised
absence the amount will be:

e £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days

« Reduced to £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days

Second Offence (within 3 years)
The Second time a Penalty Notice is issued for unauthorised absence the amount will be:
» £160 per parent, per child within 28 days

Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years)
The third time an offence is committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued and the case will
be presented straight to the Magistrate’s Court.
e Prosecution can result in criminal records and fines up to £2.500
« Cases found guilty in Magistrates’ Court can show on the parent's future DBS
certificate due to ‘failure to safeguard a child's education’



SCHOOL
FUNDRAISING

e Uniforms
« Traditional cothing

~» Duvets & pillows

* Single shoes

» Bric-a-brac & electrical items
« Carpets, rugs. mats, curta

' Hyaglene itemns, diaper:

B

_ (odulf's, children's, baby)
* Shoes (paired)
D Barm
| o Belts
* Fashion accessories
- * Swimwear, lingerie
e Jeweller
* Perfumes

* Good quality clean clothing

5
£
2
2
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RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL BY GIVING
AWAY YOUR UNWANTED CLOTHES




Term dates
2025 — 2026

AUTUMN TERM 2025
3" September INSET Day, no school for children
4th September Autumn term begins for children
27" — 315 October | Half term week
19" December END OF TERM 2pm

SPRING TERM 2026

5" January INSET Day, no school for children
6™ January Spring term begins for children
16" — 20™ February | Half term week
27" March END OF TERM 2pm

SUMMER TERM 2026
13" April INSET Day, no school for children
14™ April Summer term begins for children
25" _ 29™ May Half term week
18™ July END OF TERM 2pm
19" july INSET Day, no school for children
20" July INSET Day, no school for children
21 July Occasional Day. School closed to staff & children

ALL CHILDREN ARE REQUIRED TO BE IN SCHOOL UNTIL 2pm on 18™ July 2026.
Neo absence for any reason will be authorised at the end of the summer term.

Very occasionally, term dates and INSET days may need to be changed. We will notify parents well in

advance should this be the case.

Holidays should not be taken during term time; such absences will

not be authorised. This includes days “tagged on’ to the beginning and end of school terms; these
absences will also not be authorised.




