
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 11: Thursday 21st November 2024 

…for going spotty and dotty for Children in Need! The children 
looked fantastic and collected an amazing £230! 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dekeur.com%2Ffollow-us-on-facebook%2F&psig=AOvVaw16xsNbvH3PcuRFWVddjn6g&ust=1586420738294000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPie0Piz2OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last call for 2024 Christmas bauble orders! 
The Christmas tree has arrived! 

Be sure to get your name on this year’s tree and add to your 
St Ippolyts bauble collection 😊  

 

20 years of shoeboxes! 
On Sunday morning, a group of children from choir and Young Worship attended a special service 

at Walsworth Road Baptist Church to celebrate 20 years of the shoebox appeal in Hitchin. Rev 

Andrew invited us to attend because of our ongoing support of the shoebox appeal over many 

years.  

The children sang three songs during the service and did brilliantly; we were delighted to have 

been asked to contribute. During the service we heard lots about the important work of the 

shoebox charities. It was a particularly special moment to hear from a Ukrainian man who shared 

his memories of receiving a shoebox as a small child. 

Thank you so much to all the children who came along to take part and to all the parents and 

families who attended as well. 

After the service, lots of members of the church congregation commented on how wonderful the 

children were, and we agree! We are so very proud of them all. 

Staff news  
This week we welcomed Mr Body to our staff team who joins us as our new Sports Apprentice. 

We are delighted to have him on board and I am sure everyone will make him feel very welcome. 

Next week we are looking forward to welcoming back our TA, Mrs Lewis now she is fully recovered 

from her operation. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Consultations: bookings close tomorrow 3pm 
Important: Please note that all after school clubs are 

cancelled during the week of parent consultations. 
 

Class 5 Assembly Friday 29th November 9.15am 
Class 5 parents are warmly invited to come and watch the Class 5 assembly on Friday 29th 

November. The assembly will start at 9.15am in the hall. If you have babies or pre-schoolers they 

are very welcome to attend, all we ask is that you take them out if they are unsettled or making 

noise.  Please also note that we do not permit photographs or videos at class assemblies. We 

hope you can come! 

CHRISTMAS CARDS POST BOX 
This year we will once again be running our school postbox for Christmas 

Cards. Cards can be brought in and posted from Monday 2nd December.   

Envelopes need to be clearly labelled with the name and class please so 

that the Year 6 posties can make sure they get delivered to the right 

person. 

Important sickness reminder 
Please be reminded that if children are sick or have upset tummies at 

home, they should stay off school for 48 hours from the last bout of 

vomiting or diarrhoea. Tummy upsets and bugs spread rapidly 

between small children (and then the staff!) so we very much 

appreciate your cooperation. Thank you.  

 

LONG HAIR (AND HEADLICE…) 
A reminder that children with long hair (beyond shoulders) need to have it tied back securely 

for school. 
 

We have some children with free-flowing hair, or only the top part tied up loosely, or held back 

with an alice band. These styles do not tie the hair back fully enough. 
 

We have also had a few cases of headlice reported in school recently so please do check your 

child’s hair regularly and treat where necessary.  Hair that is tied back properly helps to prevent 

the spread of headlice.  

 

There is useful advice and information about headlice on the NHS website: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emails to staff 
If you have any messages regarding your child’s illness, absence, or pick-up arrangements, please 

make sure that you send these through to the office on admin@stipps.herts.sch.uk because this 

email is monitored throughout the day and will be seen. By all means, copy the class teacher in 

as well, but the teachers do not check emails during the day as they are busy teaching, and if 

your message is important, it may not be seen until the end of the day after the children have 

gone home.  

Class teachers will always endeavour to get back to you in a timely manner, but their priority is 

teaching and being with the children, so it won’t be an instant reply. If your query needs more 

immediate attention, it is always best to go through the office email. 

Here is a reminder of the email addresses you need: (Please do not use the gmail addresses as 

these are only used for Google Classroom) 

Office: admin@stipps.herts.sch.uk 
Class 1: class1@stipps.herts.sch.uk 

Class 2: class2@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Class 3: class3@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Class 4: class4@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Class 5: class5@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Class 6: class6@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Mrs Stewart: senco@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Mr Jefferies: cjefferies@stipps.herts.sch.uk  

 

 
 

No heels in the hall 
With several in-school events approaching such as class assemblies, the C1 

Nativity and The Christmas Fair, a reminder that heels cannot be worn in our 

school hall.  The floor is a specialist sprung floor for gym and is very costly to 

repair. Stiletto and kitten heels can cause significant damage. Please could you 

pass this on to other family members who may be attending too. Thank you!  

SNOW CLOSURES 
In the event of particularly bad weather forcing the school to be closed, the best way to receive 

the information is via our text messaging service. If you have recently changed your mobile 

number, please ensure that we have your latest details recorded in school.  We will also post a 

message on our Facebook page and the school website. If you do not hear from us, it is safe to 

assume that school is open as normal.  

We will always endeavour to stay open wherever possible and ask that children bring wellies or 

boots for outdoor play so that they can enjoy the snow at breaktime. 

mailto:admin@stipps.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@stipps.herts.sch.uk
mailto:class1@stipps.herts.sch.uk
mailto:class2@stipps.herts.sch.uk
mailto:class3@stipps.herts.sch.uk
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The Book Fair is here! 
Thursday 21st November: 8.15am-8.45am and 3.15pm-4.00pm 

Friday 22nd November: 8.15am-8.45am and 3.15pm-4.00pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in Class One have started preparing for 

their performance of ‘Everyone Loves a Baby’.  

Class One Parents and relatives are warmly invited to 

come and watch: Thursday 12th December at 2pm. 

(Please do not arrive before 1.45pm)  

 

Bookings open on Arbor on Monday 25th November 

and close Friday 6th December. Class 1 parents can 

book a maximum of four seats per family. 

 

So that Class 1 can give you all a wonderful performance 

without disruptions, we ask that younger siblings are not 

brought to this event and ask that you make alternative 

arrangements for babies and pre-schoolers. While you 

are organising childcare it may be useful for you to know 

that we anticipate the performance will last around 30-

40 minutes and we thank you for your cooperation. 

There were so many entries for the ‘Make a Book’ competition – your creativity is amazing! 
Well done to everyone who took part and congratulations to the winning entries! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secrets Room 
As usual we have the secrets room – 

this is where children can go and buy 

gifts for their family and have them 

wrapped ready for Xmas day. 

We would be most grateful of any 

donations of unwanted gifts that 

would make good presents for 

mums, dads, grandparents and 

siblings –  

 

Please drop off any secret room 

gifts to box in reception.  

Thank you! 
 

Toys and Books 
Back by popular demand – the second-hand toy 

and book stall! 

An ideal opportunity to have a clear out before 

Christmas.  

Please drop off items to school week starting 

Monday 2nd December as storage space at school 

is limited. Please make sure that donated items 

are in good condition – for example puzzles and 

games must have all the correct pieces etc. Thank 

you. 

Christmas Jumpers 
We will be running again a pre-loved Xmas 

jumper stall – please send in any 

outgrown/unwanted Xmas jumpers that 

are in good condition.  

We are hoping to have a selection of adult 

and children’s jumpers – please ask your 

friends and family too as it’s a great way 

to recycle!  

Please drop off in reception. Many thanks! 

 

 

Hamper Raffle Tickets   
please do your best to sell them to friends, colleagues and 
family and bring the money and ticket stubs into school 

before the fair. Please also return any unsold tickets. We have 
plenty of spare books of tickets if you would like more.  

 The Hamper Raffle will be drawn at the Christmas Fair.  
Good luck! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring items from the class lists below  
(examples are just to give you an idea, please make sure food items are in date and do not require refrigeration. 

 

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 Class 6 
Things suitable 

for the children’s 
hampers (KS1, 

age 4-7) 
eg colouring books, 
games, activities, small 
toys, arts and craft 
packs, jigsaw, board 
game etc 
 

Anything 
chocolate 

eg boxes of chocs, 
chocolate tree 
decorations etc 
 

Men’s and 
Women’s 

Toiletries for 
the ‘Pamper 

Hampers’ 
 
eg bubble bath, 
shower gel, body 
lotion, moisturizer, 
body scrub, 
scented candles, 
soaps, body spray, 
shaving foam, 
make up etc etc 
etc! 
All items must be 
new and unused for 
hygiene reasons 

Festive Foods 
 
eg small Christmas 
cake, Yule Log, 
Christmas pudding, 
Christmas biscuits, 
savoury snacks/ 
crackers, after 
eights etc etc 
 
 

Sweet Treats 
 
eg Christmas 
candy, sweets, 
fudge, cookies etc 
 

Things 
suitable for 

the children’s 
hampers (KS2 

age 8-11) 
eg puzzle books, 
games, activities, 
small toys, arts and 
craft packs, jigsaw, 
board game etc) 
 

Anything 
chocolate 

eg boxes of chocs, 
chocolate tree 
decorations etc 
 

Winter 
Warmers 

 
eg fancy tea bags, 
coffee, hot 
chocolate, 
marshmallows, 
coffee syrups, 
herbal teas, etc) 
 
 
 

Anything 
chocolate 

eg boxes of chocs, 
chocolate tree 
decorations etc 

 

Bottoms 
Up! 

 
eg wine, beers, 
spirits, mixers 
etc to make 
drinks hampers 
for grown-ups! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fair helpers  
Thank you so much for all the green forms returned offering 

help towards our Christmas Fair. We have lots of offers of help 
to prepare things at home in advance, and plenty of people 

willing to roll up their sleeves and help with clearing up 
afterwards and we are very grateful! 

However, we currently do not have enough volunteers to man 
stalls during the fair. To avoid cutting down the number of 

stalls and activities on offer at the fair, if you could possibly 
help on a stall, please do let us know ASAP. 

Thank you! 😊  

 

PTA Christmas Crafts  
Monday 9th December 3.15-4.45pm    

£5 per child 
Get in the Christmas spirit with an afternoon of 

Christmas arts and crafts. There will be a variety of 
activities suitable for every year group and you will be 

able to take your creations home at the end! 

This session is limited to 40 places, so book early to avoid 
disappointment on the PTA website:  

www.pta-events.co.uk/stipps 
Bookings open on Thursday 28th November 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stipps


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy (Class six) 
In class six, we have been learning about energy in science and geography. We have 

learnt about renewable and non-renewable energy sources. A renewable energy 
source, like hydropower (water power), and wind power, won’t ever run out, and a 

non-renewable energy source, like cole or oil. Did you know 60 minutes of solar 
power can power the Earth for a whole year? OR that coal will run out in 36 years, 

and oil will run out in 28 years? Luckily, we have plenty of renewable energy 
sources, so we’ll be fine when they run out. 

  
YOUNG WORSHIP AND CHOIR TRIP TO CHURCH 

On Sunday, young worship and choir went to church for the shoe box appeal 
service, which was hosted by Reverent Andrew. We all had an amazing time, and 

here is what a pupil from class six thought of it: ‘I liked Andrew (who was hosting it) 
because we know him from the shoe box appeal and I also enjoyed the fact that we 

were included in the hymns as well as the adults and I also liked seeing what the 
Ukrainian man remembered when he got a shoe box as a kid.’ That’s right! Young 
worship and choir got to hear what it was like for him to get a shoe box and how 

excited he was to get it too. We sang our own hymns too: 
Choir sang: 
Jesu Jesu 

Beauty for brokenness  
A new commandment 

  
Young worship sang: 

Beauty for brokenness  
A new commandment 

  
Young Worship and Choir all had an amazing time and they are looking  

forward to upcoming events throughout the year. 
  

Children in Need 
On Friday, lots of children wore spots for Pudsey day. Children in Need is a charity 
that helps children and young people in the UK who are facing difficulties. It raises 
money to support projects that improve their lives, such as providing food, shelter, 
or support for mental health. People across the country take part in fun activities 

and events to raise funds and show kindness to those in need. We all took part in a 
daily mile and Class 1 had fun with a Pudsey Roadshow workshop. We raised lots of 

money - thank you everyone for your donations. 
 

This week’s article from our Pupil Journalists team 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 

Monday 2nd December 2024  
3.15-5pm  £5 per child 

Book online:    www.pta-events.co.uk/stipps  
 

Bookings are open now and will close at the end of the day on Thursday 
28th November; we will not be able to accept any bookings after this 

date. 
 

Class 1 & 2 movie: Christmas on Mistletoe Farm  
 

Class 3 & 4 movie: The Search for Santa Paws  
 

Class 5 & 6 movie: The Christmas Chronicles 
 

For children in Years 5 and 6, please let the class teacher know what the collection/pick up 

arrangements are for your child after Movie and Munch. Many thanks 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stipps


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


