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Music development plan summary: 
St Ippolyts CofE VA Primary School  

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024 - 2025 

Date this summary was published October 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed October 2025 

Name of the school music lead Gayle Stewart 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Hertfordshire Music Sevice 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At St Ippolyts we aim to provide pupils to foster a love for music, nuturing creativity, 

talent and develop an understanding of music across various cultures and genres.  

Within our music curriculum we endeavour to empower all pupils to express 

themselves when making music, building their learning powers of confidence and 

teamwork.  

Currently the music scheme of work used within school is provided through ‘Charanga’ 

however teachers have the flexibility to also incorporate other musical opportunities.  

The music curriculum is informed by the model music curriculum (March 2021), non-

statutory guidance for teaching music from Key Stages 1 to 3. All classes aim to teach 

an hour of music per week, whether this is as a whole or split into smaller sessions 

throughout the week. We aim to follow an inclusive approach, and teachers aim to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
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adapt sessions using various strategies such as variation on instruments, use of ear 

defenders, adult support. 

Being a church school we have daily opportunities to sing in Collective Worship, with a 

specific weekly singing worship taken by the music lead in school. A mixture of 

traditional and modern hymns/songs are taught and sung collectively during this time.  

Within music opportunities throughout the school pupils are supported to learn key 

skills in performance, composition, listening and appreciation of music from around the 

world. Singing is a key part to all class music lessons in all year groups and where 

possible are encouraged to use instruments. 

Early Years and Keystage 1 have the opportunity to use a range of untuned percussion 

instruments as part of our music curriculum offer.  

We have been able to provide whole class ensemble teaching for Key Stage 2, through 

teachers and Year 4 & 5 being taught once a week by the music lead: 

• Year 3 – Glockenspiels 

• Year 4 – Bucket and Cup Drumming  

• Year 5 – Recorders 

• Year 6 – Further Glockenspiel reading from written notation.  

Within Friday Fellowship children who learn instruments outside of school are given the 

opportunity to celebrate success with the whole school, when achieving graded music 

exams such as ABRSM & Trintiy exams.  

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Children within Keystage 2 are offered to join the choir, which meets weekly for an hour 

after school which is free to children.   

Pupils can make progress in music outside of lesson time, by attending lessons held at 

either Herts Music Centres, private tutors or provision such as Saturday music centres.   

Our school choir, which is made up from pupils Year 3-6, performs at venues such as 

the 02 ‘Young Voices’ or the Royal Albert Hall ‘Hertfordshire Music Gala’. We also take 

part in the biannual Diocesan Harvest Service at St Albans Abbey. We review and 

provide access for all children, offering financial support for disadvantaged families. 

Children who are eligible for pupil premium funding can enquire for funding support.  

We have also been invited over the years to perform at community events such as 

singing for local nursing homes at Christmas.  
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Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Being a church school, pupils of all ages sing in daily worship. 

Classes also perform musically in class assemblies by either sharing their musical 

learning or performing cross curricular songs related to foundation subjects. We also 

have regular whole school annual services held in our local church within St Ippolyts 

throughout the Liturgical calendar: Harvest, Remembrance, Christmas, Easter and 

Leavers Services, where a wide variety of hymns are sung.  

At Christmas children within reception perform a Nativity to parents, members of the 

Parish Council, Governors and whole school. Within the academic year 2023-24 an 

additional Carol Service took place outdoors, where each class performed alongside 

singing congregational carols with parents.  

Year 2 also have the opportunity to re enact the Christmas Story within church as part 

of our annual Christmas Service. Our well established ‘Young Worship’ group conduct 

and provide readings, alongside each class performing a song, dance or poem within 

this service.  

In the Summer Term we have a whole Keystage 2 Musical production which is free to 

parents. This provides an opportunity to perform infront of audiences across 3 

performances and a dress rehearsal to the youngest pupils in school. 

Class 6 have an annual Leavers Service where they perform a variety of their favourite 

hymns and other musical moments to the whole school, Governors and their families.  

Musical appreciation and performance play a big part to the creative curriculum that is 

provided for the children at St Ippolyts.  

Opportunities have arisen where children are invited to watch performances outside of 

school, such as secondary school musicals. In the Spring term of last academic year, 

the whole school had the opportunity to watch ‘Shrek the musical’ at Milton Keynes 

Theatre where the PTA paid for all children. Previous whole school theatre trips have 

taken place for a number of previous years organised by the Head of the school.  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

• To further develop opportunities and links for children to have individual tuition 

either in or out of school provided by Hertfordshire Music Service. 

• To provide Keystage 1 children the opportunity to join a bell ringing club in the 

Spring term 2025 
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• To provide opportunities for children to engage in musical technology 

opportunities 2024/25 

Further information (optional) 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond school.  

Visit the Hertfordshire Music Service website for information on local opportunities for 

young people. https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/hertfordshire-music-service.aspx 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

