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Over the last week, all the
classes have been carrying
out experiments and
investigations on the theme
of climate change for this
year's Science Week. For
example, sorting recgclable
materials, finding out which
washing powder is the most
sustainable and measuring

the impact of ice caps

mel’cing on sed levels.

Congra'l:ulol'tions!

We are thrilled to tell you that
Miss Ingle’s baby girl arrived
safely on Saturday morning.
Mum and baby are doing well,

dnd we send Miss Ingle and her

family lots of love and

cong ratulations.
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Class 3 Assemblg date change

The class 3 assembly date has been changed to Friday 28™ April at 9.15am. Apologies for any
inconvenience that may be caused by the date change.

Outstanding payments for dinner money

Please ensure that all dinner money accounts are cleared by the end of term, March 31,

If you are having trouble clearing the debt, please talk to Mrs Stansbie in the office as soon as
possible. Once a dinner money debt reaches a certain point, we are unfortunately unable to
provide further school meals until payment is made. In these circumstances we would ask
you to provide a packed lunch for your child. Please do talk to us in confidence if you are
experiencing financial hardship.

Years 3-6: If you think you might be eligible for free school meals, visit
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-

meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Class arrangements for next year

During the parent consultations this week, some parents have been asking what the class
arrangements will be next year. We are not able to give you an answer on this as it will not be
finalised until well into the summer term and depends very much on how many new children are
admitted into Reception from September.

One of the key questions parents often have is around whether children will move into the next
class or not. | know | explain this at length on guided tours for new parents, but | also know it can
be tricky to understand how it works!

Where year groups are split, we make the decision based on each individual child’s needs taking
into consideration a blend of factors such as age, academic performance, emotional maturity,
behaviour, confidence and self-help skills.

We do not use the terms ‘moving up’ or ‘staying down’ because regardless of which classroom a
child is in, they still cover the curriculum for their year group. Our teachers are really skilled at
delivering the objectives for two year groups simultaneously in the mixed classes.

When you receive your child’s report in July, this will contain a letter informing you of the
teachers for each class, and which class your child has been allocated to.
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Easter service

On Thursday 30" March, the whole school will be going over to
church for our Easter service.

Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents /carers to this service.
Our school has grown in size over recent years, and we no longer
have any spare seating in the church to enable us to invite additional
people —we now fill every seat in the church!

We will, however, take some photographs to share with you.

Cake Sale fundraiser

Emilj in Class 3 sponsors a Guide Dog
PUpPpPY and is raising money to support
the work of this amazing charity.

Next Tueso(a 28t March, Emil:, is

holding a cake sale outside school at
hometime, cakes will be 50p. Do pop
along and support her if you can!

Medical and dental
alolooin'tments

We are very grateful for parents trying to make
dental and medical appointments outside of the
school day; however, we do know that this can be
challenging, and you don’t always get much
choice!

When you email in to let us know of an
appointment, please could you remember to
include evidence of the appointment - for
example a photo of an appointment card/letter,
screenshot of a text confirmation etc. Thank you!




SUMMER SCHOOL UNIFORM AFTER EASTER

After the Easter holidays we change to summer uniform:

white and blue checked dress (pale blue, not navy) culottes style
permitted, but not short ‘hot-pants’
white socks
sun hat/cap
OR
grey shorts
white shirt
school tie
navy V-neck jumper, not sweatshirts
grey socks
sun hat/cap

Closed toe sandals are permitted in summer.
School fleeces revert to being outdoor wear only after Easter
During the summer months, we may have additional PE sessions as we prepare for

sports day so it is important that your child has PE kit in school every day.

Summer PE kit is shorts/t-shirts, not long trousers/joggers.

SAVE THE DATE!
FRIDAY 12™ MAY

AT THE BIRD IN HAND, GOSMORE
£15 - INCLUDES QUIZ £NTRY AND A CURRY




WARNING!

Due to the nature of the game and the age
restrictions, GTA includes content that is
inappropriate for anyone under the age of 18,
including sex, nudity, violence, profane language,
and substance abuse. These are the main
components that make up the game - you have to
do certain things and witness certain things in
order to move on in the game. Exposing your child
to this type of content could affect their morals and
understanding of right and wrong. Additionally,
your child could become desensitised to similar
situations, reinforcing the fact they they would
find it hard to differentiate between right/wrong
and good/bad.

Gaming concerns

Accessing material that is not age appropriate can be very damaging for children, exposing
them to sometimes violent, explicit content and offensive language. This can negatively affect
their behaviour, moods, ability to concentrate at school and their sleep patterns. Not only can
it impact the child themselves, but also their relationships with other children, especially
through inappropriate online messaging and bad language which can spill into school life.

We are very concerned about the number of children who tell us that they are playing 18+
rated games at home, specifically Grand Theft Auto. We are seeing an increase in children
using swear words and making sexual remarks, both of which are clearly unacceptable on a
primary school playground.

On the school website, there is a section dedicated to online safety, with lots of useful guides
for parents about a wide range of games, apps and social media:
https://www.stipps.herts.sch.uk/online-safety/

However, we have included GTA into this week’s newsletter since this is the one causing the
most significant concerns (the quality is better on the website version!)

Tik Tok concerns

In a similar vein to the game mentioned above, we have similar
concerns around children’s use of Tik Tok. There is a lot of content
on Tik Tok that is inappropriate for children (it has a 12+ rating)
and again, this is coming into school and causing problems.

If your child has a device, please make sure you regularly check

what they are using it to access. TikTo k
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e National  awholeschool community approach to online safety

Online www.nationalonlinesafety.com
SOfety Email us at helfo@nationalonline safety.com orcall us on 08003688061




TikTok Is a video—sharing social media app which lets people create, view and
download looping 15-second clips. Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and
dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes), enhanced with
filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in 1 2 +
popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top of download charts ever since.
It now has around 800 million active users worldwide. W under 18, supervision

of a parent or begal
guardian required
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Ne liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 24.02.202]



Football

A big well done to the girls
football team - they came
3" in the SSFT
tournament this week.
Congratulations!
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Blueharts U10 Boys won the county hockey
finals at Haileybury at the weekend, winning
all their games! Half the team are in Class 5:

Rufus, Isdac, Lawrence, Barnaby & Elliot.

Tkej will (olaj in the regional round next

Blueharts Hockey

month. Congmtula’cions!

Coun‘l’g Winners!

Our Rapid Fire Cricket
team won the county
finals this week - what an
damazing achievement,

congm’cula’cions!
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This week’s article from our Pupil Journalists, Annie & Lily

SPRING
Springtime is coming soon,
And it's the time of year that flowers bloom.
Everyone is l‘“PP.‘ﬂ'
Out in the sun.
Come on, let's have some fun!
Lolughing and Plaging outside,
Chatting down by the riverside. *x
The birds tweeting their sweet spring tunes,
The whistle in the trees is so lovely and smooth.

w)' Baby bunnies hopping about,
£ Ther

i v e is no doubt that spring is about!

Last Fnolo\:, it was Red Nose Day! Everyone was invited to wear
any red clothing; so many people came to school in red socks,
jumpers, a funny hairstyle and more! In exchange, children had
to bring a small amount of money which was donated to
Comic Relief. We are pleased to announce that we raised £280;
thank you everyone f’or 5our con‘tribu‘tions'




